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PUEFAOE. 



Every stisdoul of South lu dtj.ii i liistoiy 
ktmtv& (but of Ike Uj ret* great Tamil kingdoms 
that flourished in ancient d ays i]i South India, 
rhe Cola iinrl Pundya kingdoms have long ago 
ceased to exist, while the Cera kingdom still 
continues under the rule of its indigenous 
kings, Prof. It. A. Kilakjtnfn Sasii'i of the 
Madms University lias in Ills scholarly works 
oft the Colas ond the Pan-dyas given us tlie 
stories of those two royal houses, gnihoied from 
authentic; sour ere i kit os yd. no intelligible 
account of Hie ancient Cera kingdom based on 
reliable sources has hern attempted In the 
following pages, T have for the first time, tried 
to construct that story, so far as it can l>e 
reenvered from ancient Tamil literature, which 
is the only civailahlo souroo froni which it cart 
be built up. 

Tamil literature of the &anuam period is 
the oldest native source that supplies relevant 
mu1*iE'inl for ancient South Indian history; for 
it is antecedent to the era of dated inscriptions 
relating to &>ulh Indian kings, This important 
source has now been made available principally 
by the labours of the greatest living Tamil 
scholar, Mahuroahdpiidbyaya T>\\ V, Rwami- 
nathft Aiyar, — datum ct vemmbile jz^hz^e— 
whose indefatigable energy and solflreF work of 
nearly half-a-cenhuy have suoceeded, not only 
in saving from the ravage* of white an (a almost 
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the whole rangy ul' the yuiigant classics which 
Lud txisEtd only in the form ul lust-decayiug 
palm -leaf manuscripts uj remote corners af the 
southern peninsula, hut also i]i bringing out 
critical odi tiuns of flints pfiudcaii literary 
treafimm It is m exaggeration to soy that it 
is impossible to repay the debt which the 
student# of Tamil India gwy to the venerable 
and learned MahSmahoijadhyaya, by whose 
great work alone it has become possible lo 
recover the outlines of the lost history a£ 
undent South Juditij and to gain some know- 
ledge of the state of civilization, the social, 
literary, and political life, and the religions 
ideas of the Tamil people in the early centuries 
of the Christian era. 

Almost the first to recognise ar.d demon- 
strate the supreme value of ancient Tamil 
literature in the construction of early ^cuth 
Indian history was my friend Kewan Bahadur 
Dr. & r Krishnae«ainy Atyangar, who worthily, 
filled the chair of Ancient Indian History and 
Archaeology for many years in the Madras 
University, and by his numerous writings and 
his able direction of historical ruseartli in the 
post-graduate courses in the University lias, as 
Kir Jadunuth Warkar, the well-known Indian 
historian, oneo said, founded the Madras School 
of Indian History > At a time when archaeology 
nnd epigraphy alone were regarded as supplying 
relevant material for purposes of history, ho 
emphasised that for satisfactory historical 
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r&sourdi, doae study of ancient litetEtuie was 
also of prime importance; and by the systematic 
use in his works of material supplied by ancient 
Tamil classes*, lie successfully paved the way 
for succeeding workers in the field of ancient 
South Indian history. To-day Sangam litera- 
ture is freely acknowledged by all to ho an 
indispensable, nnd in some oases, the only 
source of historical Lnfoilttrttion in regard to the 
early Tamil kingdoms. 

The material for the present work has been 
entirely gathered from the £angam works. 
One of them, PQtifrVf>->pattH t relates cjtcIu- 
aively to the Coras, and aevcial ulher ^angam 
works are in. sonic way or other connected with 
(he Cera kingdom and Cora royalty. My object 
has been to draw as dearly as possible, from 
$ an gam literature alone, the outlines of the 
stoiy of the early Com kings and their achieve- 
ments. Ancient South India had no Herodotus 
or Thucydides, Livy or Tacitus. Its literature, 
however, abounds in materials from, -which a 
capful student can buildup a i-elin ble story of 
the social and religious life of the people and 
their progress in aits, sciences and literature. 
PaUrritji-ptittn gives u dynastic li*t of Cera 
kings, with the length of the different reigns and 
the outstanding events of each reign; and 
though chronology as midi is absent, and there 
is an entire absence of dated inscriptions, ir is 
not impossible to construct a sort of chrono- 
logical framework for the period with which 
It 
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tliia book dca!a r T have attempted to construct 
such a framework ; and though I do not claim 
for it absolute accuracy, I venture to think it 
will Dot be found unreaBonabie or wholly 
unacceptable, 

The book boa grown out of lectures 
originally delivered in Trivandrum and 
published in Indian historical journals f and 
my thanks are due to the editors of those 
journals who readily agreed to tile use of thn 
articles for this Ijook. It is my duty and it 
gives me pleasure to acknowledge my indebted- 
ness to MahiinaiMp&dhynya Hr, V. Swaminnthn 
Aiyar, tlie learned editor of the ftangnm 
classics from which 1 have drawn my materials. 
To Mr. Vi R. Ram&charwlra pikshitar, M,A. ( 
Lecturer in Indian History in ihe University 
of Madras, I arn particularly under' obligation 
for his valuable suggestion? and his untiring 
service in seeing the work throinrb the press 
with MSHpidoua cam My sincere thanks are 
also due to Mr. T- V, Mahal ingnm, M,A,. who 
gladly niidertook the preparation of the Index 
and Bibliography, 

TmviMbRrfcf, ^ K. O. KESHA AIYAR, 
l&t^ Jwimry IDS?. f 
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CHAFTEF X, 

S 3 1. Sources mid Thdt Nature* 

The uiily source &W which tho story of 
Uie old Gfira Kingdom ctm be constructed is tho 
literature of the Sangam period, for that story 
unknown to epigraphy; but otmjh tfangam 
literature can help us only to prepare an outline 
which at best enn he treated merely as tentative 
in regard to the results that it may disclose. Of 
the ftangam wonks, iiie most important for thu 
present purpose are PttrmMnuru f Pdttjywp- 
fwittn, and &iitiitpadl'}fiamm r FiiTOHn&it&rti is 
a collection o£ -100 lyrics by different poets, 
numbering 1 about ifih ; and Hie collection 
derm's its name from the eirannafitanoe that the 
lyrics therein relate to pUfam, one of the tv^'O 
fundamental eatogorka of poetic material 
According to the ancient mice of Tamil poetics 
a? id rhetoric, Fwrnm or Furttp-pond is con- 
cerned with the external relations of prinees, 
which embrace war and politics. Though these 
are generally court, lyiiea, pauegeriEing in the 
main k. king or a chieftain of the ancient Tamil 
land,, they are usually direct and natural in 
language and. sentiment and f eve. from the 
exaggerated artificiality of Inter poetry; and 
most poems are by singers who are contem- 
poraries of the person egos sung about. One eon 
easily see that for purposes of history, the lyrics 
of the Parn-Hfitt+LfH collection must bp of 
supremo value. Pot irrupt iis n collection 
of poems dealing exclusively with the wars and 




C&RA KINGS 



2 

other acldavomeiits, including thosH m the art of 
peace, of Cera kings. As the name implies 
there were ten poems, each consisting of a decad 
of lyrics; but of these, two have not till now 
been discovered — the first arid the tenth.. Each 
one of the existing eight decnds deals with the 
achievements and men is of a separate Cera 
king, and the author o£ each deead is 

0 contemporary of the hern of hie song. It is, 
therefore, obvious that for an account of tine 
early Ccrae, Fatirrup-pattu is of incalculable 
value, tfifappntfhikumm la the first regular 
epic in the Tamil language, and it. is 
indispensable fora knowledge of tile early Cera 
Kingdom, ns its veal hero in a Ctrn monarch* 
^en-Kuftuvan^ and ifs author a C3ro prince. 

Besides freiu Aganttnuru and Narrinai 
also, which are well-known Sangam collections 
of ]X"i(jDiH relating to afjatn* or love, we derive 
some help in building up our story,: T regard 
all these sources as of the nature of contem- 
porary documents iu respect of the kings o ft 
whom they speak. They are poetic accounts of 
the achievements of princes, who according to the 
conception of those early times were worthy of 
being extolled as high examples, The concep- 
tion of biography as a faithful portrait of n 
man*e life is entirely modern; but that 
circumstance cannot detract from the value of 
these poems i\a sources of authentic history; and 

1 have unhesitatingly utilized them in construct- 
ing tny narrative. 




OF THE fiANGAM PERIOD 



a 

In this connection, it may be mentioned 
that the biformatian Emptied by tho author 
Ot euth FaHijup-pattu is sometimes; found 
amplified or augmented hi the .Paiijjraiii or 
npilogue appended to it; and there can bo no 
doubt i±nt lie Patigum was added later by 
some olio oilier than l tie aulLor o£ the poem. -Si> 
too, for a correct asBCSKfiimit of the historical 
yahto of the information conveyed by the lyrics 
oil i ho collection, wo have to rely 

oi! the colophons appended Lo them; and There 
is no moans of knowing when and by whom the so 
»k-plions were appended to the poems. There 
cannot, however, be any doubt about the 
antiquity of the potigmfw and the colophons; 
and it is rational to hold that their authors gave 
fLs.iy to th& ancient traditions of (he Tamil 
country current in their day 

Tradition ie really human testimony 
regarding thy long past ; and though like all 
human testimony it i a liable to error, it Ehouhl 
not on that aocoimt ho discarded as wholly 
unworthy of attention, unless, indeed, w r e hold 
thiit in ancient times people v.-tre incapable of 
dteiTunmating between truth and fake -hood, 
Tradition i. s> hi effect, reputation arising from 
the ^concurrence of many pa idles reconnected 
wihi each other, hut all interested in invest i- 
the subject; tmd in the absence of 
trustworthy first-hand evidence., tradition mfiy 
and might to be. accepted as the ground’ work 
for history, especially in matters where the 
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probability for personal bins is little. In this 
view, I see no reason, to doubt the oorroetiacss 
of the iiLforaiatiuu conveyed by the ptf/i^ams 
and ihc colophony and I have accepted the 
veracity of these very ancient, documents which 
the Tamil world has never thought of question- 
ing for long centuries, ever since they were 
written by persona who could have had no 
personal bins whatever. 

fcs. 2. Udiyan L'crcUata, n, the firsi C$r& King, 

The extant section!? of Patirrnp-pattH. deal 
with the achievements of eight Ceru kings, and 
they a™ ; — 

I:u£j iLV-tfimnihiLn Nr>Juin-Cci , .D,fc&JflD P 
F&kyftrijti. $d-Kflu-Ka^uTBJI, 

K t J ■-■ I Uvl i k-Ji ii ru j i »N ii' LlIl'-L I'li L-- C t; I' -il , 

KurlaE Pirakottiya Seci'KutTiivLU, 

Atlu-kfltptt ttiioC&riilMttn, 

^lvaJt-karttmSEfi- Vjliyilari , 

Takadur-crmta I'^rnra Ciral IrSmpOfii, Kid 

!i li'Lli.k^l j iJain-Ciral- IrLmipupki- 

For the names of the Cera kings celebrated 
m the Ptim-tiUnuru lyrics, we have to depotd on 
the colophon appended to each, lyric of that 
collection. From the colophons, we gather the 
names of seventeen Cera kings; aid they are?— 

Ciipmav fliijaB C^raj&tiOi., 

CGmeiSli Kamvftp^pT 8 0]t 41 K&p-pCTniEtCSral 
Inmpofa’, 

CGracnftn K&d'Jnlrc* VaJiyS-tafl, 

C-Gramfin FcniJn. Xndimta., 

CSrnrnfm AiLlLivflh Cffra.] Trumpo™, 




OF THE &AN0A.M VBitlOO 



& 



Cfmsgn V:hi ii'v.'- m r btiy }■' JLr.msjii Ctrai 
lraopnpai 

C. lIuJji j 1 1 KiiL-KuiIi i Mj fbaiL, 

(ifriimitn Ii niripor^i, 

Ciramilci Ku^iivin KiKtiii, 

Ofir&niiin Ku^:ttVw NcflumtHCerulatall, 

CinraiSn Fei'um.L^ialaLan, 

Ccrami n Kapinkial h u ir.nsr;L;, 

OirfltnfLLL Kn^itk* Cfri!-Tn.lWI»r*j F 
Ofi'iin-jiL KolfturnbaJaltut.LuDdj'a Al ik’k&da i, 
Oeraraftn Vuiiriir., 

CCrSTBfln Kaflalffl^iya V^l- beta Ku(.t,uvjiu, and 

CSnniBii MA-Vci) KG. 

As wq can see easily, Bonne of these names 
arc re-dupikatioue. It witi Ik my attempt 
in, tilt fallowing pagea tu arrange Union Ceras 
in thfcir chronological order, ascertain their 
approximate dates and show by what deeds 
or achievements their names; live in Jitoratuve. 
Perhaps in the discussion, it will be possible to 
relate these kings to one another and to get a 
glimpse of the social* religious and political life 
of the people in the Cera country in those 
distant days, 

Fot the earl ieai Cera known to Tamil 
littiliture, we have to go to PHritndniiru. is 
Ciramsln Permn-Sorrn ITdiyan Cewdataii, who 
xb wlolbrnted in song by MuraacijAT Mudi- 
nfignrayar in Parant 3. That lyrk, which, 
[f wif* except some possible references to him in 
is the only poem sung ill his 
honour, is giwn in translation below, 

Wftll, liable kinf r whose nature well pouibmes 
Tbt' qualities nf all the elements; 




CE&a. kings 



W-'-usc tajj iv i i-g tuJT "png is a m*.rjii 

To moLher eastlrx, wb™ jndptml wise is wide. 
Ah uLL. pervading uljrir. urid. w:iqkc uug'.lit 
LLliv ajt ikkniULblQ, mid like- fire 
Risiy(3(ssj with refreshful merry &li!i 
Is temperodj whieh Lhj- ijlnrioua. sway upholds, 

Ah [.anil enlivens natures ’a fact, 

llflii, warrior* king! Thy 1 *lh 1 with plenty eonilca, 
"With Qultild wijiijlJi iho deep sen 'a. bosom yields, 
And Iroimsures new thsi cwiscSess to thy parts 
Fi'wi foreign lands rid: merchant vr&sels bring, 
Tiie sou, Ibid ib tJjy CuaLorn sen is burn, 

In (.Ely foam-err^led ulnIlL'A owan seeks 
Ills nsrt at pt- ^ky Iwiiciidis thy Lund alone 1 
Majestic THOuanclLl 'When the leu Limey ten 
Kaurovas, rrotvruAl w ith goLden ntmiiai wreaths. 
Wrathful jji lijitUe 'Frnihsl Lire heroes 
Lords of the Scry stes-ibi with i ::r;+ijjp jp#rtij— 

Their patrimony lusting alter, fought, 

Tbuu didst unstinted snvouiy food HU]i]dy 
To either hunt, till all the- Kiirua fell. 

1 1 1 li.su'i'j-j;-; king! though luscious milt may sour, 
Thu suu his hriliiaactt Ease, find e'en the ifaur 
Vedas Ibcmseh'cs their holy teneaings change, 
Aloyit LLod by itisriiisbcrs be served, wlwwc loro 
far thee end wisdom in |||y ™uu-cHe shell 
CousUmt through all vicissitudes remain ! 

3fny"l thou is pewer ehd glory steadfast shine 
Throughout: nil time like Fej-iya's saersd mohnt 
Add goklen-peafcsrt TliJnulaya, where rast 
The dainty IjesdM [nvm anel UlfWd dwr 
Sc-ruraly by the holy triple Are 
Whleh for thiur er : ning rites the ^ages robot 

In tfciis transition, I have followed tie 
Ancient oomnieotator of PFtfa-TifljUifti* who 
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makes, out that this Cera kim^ wag a contem- 
porary of t'ho Find a vug and the Kauravaa, 
aa4 in the great battle of Kiuniksetraj ho 
supplied the rival armies Tilth food. Tbs 
Si l appadh i h draft i also seems to favour the view 
that there was- a Cura kinp: who supplied food 
to the rival hosts fit KuruksefTa. 1 The words, 
0? the lyric need not r it seems to me, 3ie taken 
to refer U> him. Perhaps the king celebrated 
in this poem gave a memorial offering to tbs 
spirits at tins iinui. versa rv of the MtiliRbharata 
War t in which the heroes from whom ha traced 
his descent,, had died; and that is proba hjy what 
the post refers to. This seems to he supported 
by e lyric by Mamutatiar [Aflam 2^1) where we 
read: 

ip.n'-'.i.nt , .if 3 

rp jE *-s£ l -inJ-i :& i r C' j riLuATTweJcE}* 

(JS j 6 U r lH j Liorfju 

; Jl. : 3 £1**3 j f iQptiKafi. 

and Pfrndit R, Raghava Iyengar of R&nuiad 
also seems to hold that viow^ 

U divan Carol was obviously f omens for his 
lavish hospitality; emd his kitchen lias become 
a bye-word for sumptuous feeding. Thus 
K.E’jtfai nbaJattuficiya CSraman has in A firm- 168 : 

QMeni^.,isL — Q i. , r sf. 1 3 ±i jar l_ sj. «{? i i i,t sti . 

This CGCamin who in stated to have died 
a t Kfl ttambalfiin is p perhaps, Identical with 

2 Vide Prefucs tfl AganitiflTTS-^HljaEepSla Aijati- 
h^litson, p. 42, Tide also P. T. Srinivasa Aiyjmear'R 
JTitttoy of the Tanfr, p, 49C. 
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KottombalattuMuninya Miik-kddni, the author 
of Pur am 245, of whom we aimlt hear moroj later 
oil, He tulle us in this lyric that Udiyau's royal 
kitchen was at Kuhnmir, perhaps Ptolemy’s 
KoureHour, a places, so far as I can see, situated 
possibly iti North Tr&vuuoore. JL suggest that 
it is very probably the place now known as 
Kumuli, ug&r tlie source of the Poriyar rivet - , 
in the Devikolnni Division of Travancore, 
Kuhnuhr noay T by lufrtathgg ta, easily Income 
Kumuli, just as Musirij the seaport of the Cera 
Kingdom so famous in Smigani litemtuWj 
appears as MurasL in Sanskrit works, Wo 
ran not say whether Kuhmulr was the original 
capital of the Coins,, taking for tho present that 
Kulumflr is a proper rn.ji.irt denoting a ? 
jiwBibly it was; bnl we can only say that Tamil 
tiudition does not appear to have known a time 
when fii o Gem capital was not VafLci, Wo see 
from Affa^utnRrn that Udiyan Coral extended 
his kingdom hy his oonqiiftstK. ^ramnlanJir 
refers to him in A$um 65 as: 

■'; 7 -A V. plUHl (3 fjt M 

that is. Udiyan Coral who conquered others’ 
territories and annexed them to his own. 

In Pnr am 2, Udiyan Coral is railed 
Yauavararribaii. and this term means ten* whose 
kingdom is bounded by the sky T or os explained 
in the Ctldiintain ?Jiffhandit t £ by the sea*. It 
has been suggested that, perhaps the form -of 
the word was originally Yftuavar-imb&iii whieli 
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j^rnindfl cine of A,ioka's I ) but it 
seeing to me that, the suggestion in far-fetchod, 
F&nim explains DUvartam-ptiya aa meaning 
*an obstinate fool'. It appears that in Vcdie 
and allied kjanskrit literature, Devfuiam-priifa 
is employed aa a term of iTproadi to denote a 
heretic, 1 For another liberty taken wi tl t the 
name of this Cern king, some Mnlayalnm 
jjeholara of to-day are responsible} for the 
grotuHijne transformation of the name Vuva- 
Var&m&&n Udiyan Coral into Udayan Bfma 
Vanuan i3 their leger-demum, 
is a descriptive epithet, having reference to his 
extensive territory and conquests or bis mari- 
time kingdom, Tf h as we sne from ,4 m-n ttouru-S 
ho was great. in war, Eie was also creflt in the 
arts of pEiaccv Trade and commerce flourished 
in Ibo land and torvi^ii mcrchaiihficu called at 
ita ports. He waa u unmlfleent patron ot 1 
letters, as we ace from the same Affam, where 
we read : 

4JlTlf.Ojli.Tl U.-ft&tV~Ql-iTGt 

TJdiyan Ceml may bo regarded as tbo 
founder of the Cera dynasty of (be i^angam 
period. Having regard to the seiIiottio of 

J Tid* Sri ■SttskaiaHiai^a s iJisctairsej!, 

PP- 1W— 1(5. Sdc slsrt V, ft, ft. Dflmhiiar', T >\ ,■■■ 

p. £&L wbenj reftrenef i.f to oEIlct tings 

bafifLci; tint [j!]c. 

It jitroro <K5, 

J 
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arrangement adopted in Fatirrnp-patU t there 
can be no doubt That ho was the hero of the first 
detail of that collection, which is now unfortu- 
nately missing; fur we find from tile Pniigam of 
isecond Potirrup-pettii that U divan Coral was 
the father of ImayavoraLiiMn Nedum-Othtd&tim. 
the hero of that doenrl. From the soma source 
we learn that Udiyon (M had irmn rcd NhlUni, 
the daughter of Vollytn V ruin An, afterwards 
known as Colon Pthwaikko-Ferimapkilli, whose 
father Tit-fan vv os, perhaps, the earliest of the 
GJja kings who mled at I7rniyui\ It is interest- 
ing to note that, among- the names by which the 
C^ra ia known, the NiykffltdftA mention L-divan 
rmd Vatlfl -VA mmh an, the namr'A that this him? 
Lore. It may be permissible to Roppest that, 
perhaps, tjrliyan-perflr, the Tiiamper of the 
Christians, which is cm the northern boundary 
line of Tra rancors, wns founded by him. 

ft, 3. Iwogavanimban Nrdiim-Pera-latan, 

We may now follow' the lead of Patifrtip- 
pattu. The liero of the second deced of that 
work is Tmayavaramhan Nedatn-Ceralataii, the 
son of tl divan Cera! I>,v Yeliyan’s daughter 
TTallini. TimyavareinhiflTi was n great warrior, 
and He extended his kinodfim in The north. lie 
is said to have conquered seven kings and 
annexed their tcrrilories to his kingdom; 5 and 
he is praised as having set or imprinted his 



ft Patirrup-pattv 14, 
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(k>w on the slppe of (he Hknjdiiya6,' J 60 that 
Mu piownns w ua known, in the words y£ 
\t\& pimegyrisL, from Cape Comorin lo (he 
liiinaliiyas, Among Ins successful wars were 
those against ills 1 katfamhlJ ' elan, 1 The 
territory nt the 'kadiimba ' ekin, the elan that 

had the Ktufamfw (adum eortlifalia) as its 

totem or gutttfdiiUi trey, is die. territory of the 
JJannaiiSj the 'gold producing Ii.olikaIkijOl , of 
ancient Tamil literature ;* and the O&rus hoeui 
to have had several wars with this tribe, which 
apparently was a source of harassment on the 
border. The description in Patiffttp-paUu 13 
shows that Imayavarumbnn’a victory over the 
Ka^o mbs* was an went of supreme importance - 
for the poet compares Imnynvnrnmban’e victory 
to that of the War-God Subruhmanya over 
S&ra-Padrita.® It was obviously first among 
the outstanding eveaitfc of his reign; for in. 
references to him, prominent mention, is 
frequently made to his victory over Hie 
Xadflmba&. l<) In Fatifynp-pottn 30 the poet 
propouada the question; "Bo yon ask me who 
ia my king:?" and gives the proud answer; — 
“He is ibe m vincible Nedum-Ceralatan wlio 
utterly destroyed the Kadamlm" In praising 



G At ) rffnt 1ST, 

7 i^Mifjntp-paSu 11. 1.2, SO ■ aha il/jam IS7, 147, 

8 N* r _ 2E1 f At c ran 173. 

9 Patirnip-pattu it. 

10 fWd, U wA 20. 
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the ancestry of Ilam-Cind Irumpor&h Penim- 
Kunrur KiLlr acclaim* him 11 us — 

-5 1 n fi .TV q-xjit Qu,l^ jl^J] Q ciM LljndJ Seji? 

Mamfilar in Aiftiwi 1S7 + bc-gins the narration 
ot h tlib 05 run great achievements with his 
conquest 'if tin: Katbinbit country : — 

uiiu*! Liz i |X l-.u a- p (Sefiala/gsr 
J,7 LiijyuV 

¥«rcif Sr (t/pppj: Qpf «T.g : t 

.- S 1. _j lAT ij -f T J 4ST fl -1 J -L , 

It is diffi cult to say whether these Kenhiitthns 
were the stock, from which ibe BtUiavuiii 
Kadambas came; perhaps they were, A view 
has gained ground among some scholars that 
the Kadanibn eLan were pirates* 13 and 
Ptolemy's phrase Ariakc fli;rfro & peiratoti has at 
least in part Leon responsible for it. The lattei’ 
words, as was pointed out by a recent writer may 
be regarded as a corruption of Andrabhftya j 
Lut I am inclined to think that (he view therein 
expressed, that the Kuifomhas were not- a 
piratical people at. all, cannot be maintained, in 
view of the language of the opening lines of 
Pafirrwji-fwffn 11 and eotpasasions like — 

IS?. 1 ) 

uur-:'a«i_Cnrt ,, _' 347 .) 

that. Mninftlar employs, 

11 PtfjiiiYNp-ptfiiu, H7, 

13 Fids Dr. ErisbndHwami Aiyafigir'a fftyfiiflttttfj o/ 
femft fiutim Hiaimy, p. SJKi. 
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TMs Cera is ala* said to have won a 
yiciury over tho Vav^as, There is no moons 
0 £ knowing where exactly (he colony of 
the Yavaatus was or who exactly they were, 
The term FatJawo. lias been token to denote the 
Qrwjk&i but 1 Mu Hot sure ii it did not originally 
denote ih-e Javanese or ihe Aiuha; 13 atid it is 
noteworthy that Ptolemy make; no mention of a 
Gmik colony. The punishment meted out to 
the Yavajiaa by Imayavarambaji is singular. 
Tfa&ir anus arc said to have been pinioned 
behind their buck, and. yhl poured on their 
b^ad. 

In A (jam 127, jtfnmulnr also tells us of 
bis cODquut of MSutai winch not improbably is 
the Mandagara of the Per? phis. 

Obviously the land of the Cera was a rich 
and flourishing country. Among jewels worn 
iu, the land were those nmd-e of flashing gema 
«t in gold,* 4 JSesidis rice, meat was jilif* 
used as food ; and drinking- palm wine was 
prevalent . lfi There was no limit to the 
bounty of ibis great Cera who was as liberal as 
AJfkmran himself, one of the reputed seven flrst 
Vailals of Tamil tradit ion. To the woittfo of tTin 
poet : 

■j" i 1 ! f,;geH 3 ’ i! nv A 

^M^4«l(^4jttit±i^-rrriS»*C3kJ [ 1r 'V 

13 flar tlsc tetost djBcatKitu on tbe idmlKteatlftbi of 
the Ytv*iiK^ bhp Vol, XTV. Pt. J. 

I'fc P jiirritjMlIii ifr, 

15 A I5i ibid. r IS, 
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“The rains may fail; Lmt never the mmilheenec 
oi' C'oialatiiii ’ \ And endued, Uie £iyet may well bo 
atqu.it ltd of exaggeration, when we remember 
tiiat, according to the colophon, he was. ? for 
composing the socond deead of PatirrHp-pottfy 
rewarded with the tree gii’E oi 500 villages in 
Umbark-kjldu (literally elephant-forest),. per- 
haps the region about the Ajraiimli&i in 
North-West Travancor*, and (he revenue for 
thirty-eight years from the nouLhern provides 
of the kingdom. It ifi interesting to note that 
there is etui, & house bearing the name of 
Vmbarhkiukt-vldH in V&Lbara in North 
Tvavaiieoio. He is praised as a man of his 
word? and his life waft dedicated to Acts o£ 
bounty and beneficence. Even hi seasons of 
drought , ho could Hot hear to see any one Bluffer 
from hunger, 14 lie made rich donations and 
presents of jewels to temples; and lie shore like 
Yignu himself. 17 We learn that silk, diamond 
and gold ornaments wore in use in the land. 5 a 
Ilu is said to have reigned for fifty-eight yeans. 
In regard to his name alfso, some Malayslam 
scholars have taken undue liberty and trans- 
formed I m ayava ra mba n into Iniava Yarmant 

E? r 4. Pal-ychim Sei-Keltt-Kuti wan, 

NeJct in order comes Fa by flora i Sel- 
Keli.i-Kuttuvan. brother of Imaya^rambair^ 1 

IS 20 

17 I lid,, 15. 

18 Ibid, 12: dfltfm, 127. 

19 Jbii t. III, Patigam. 
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His capital stood on the hank# of the broad 
Periyar,™ and near the sounding ocean, Sl , Hu 
wa^ also a great warrior flttd made extensive 
conquests,'" ainoiig which the eon quest of 
KoukarNudu is specifically mentioned / 3 Jiu 
was the loi'd. of P&h-Naiti and the Cexuppu- 
naotintaim. Sb ns well os of the Aiyirni-Maliii — 
probably tbs same &g ASyitai-Malni in Central 
Trahan core ncur tlic souiieo of the Ptriyftr — 
mid Ihe region of the Periyar which even in 
limes of protruded drought, when the falls in 
the foilli have gone dry* is vteEi in water I” In the 
early years of his reign, ho seems to haw been a 
fierce warrior; and it is significant that out of 
the ten lyrics in PftiirfHp-p^tfiv. ITT, ns many 
jiH seven praise his irresistible prowess in war. 
He is eulogised ns Kuttuvau, “the over victo- 
rious lerd of vast armies and file protective 
armour of fierce-eyed warriors \ ;fl The march 
of his army into the territories of Ins foes 
meant the utter devastation of those lands 
and their con version info deserts infested by 
tobbera * 7 But a great ehnnge name over 
the s pirit o f his dream in later years; and like 

20 2B, 

21 2L 

22 lUd, 23 , 

23 Ibid.. 22 r 

n Ibid-., Si, 

is Ibid., la. 

Sfi Ibid., 21, 22 flnfl 34. 

&T Ibid., B4,, 25 bsJ Sfl. 
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Aaalm after hm war in KaLLnga, FrU-yanoi Sel- 
Kel,ii-Kuttuvan turned from war and 

eamog'e, and came under the influence of tire 
spirit. As a warrior tie used to worship 
KoFT&vai, to whom he made elaborate sacrifice 
when starting for war; 1 * but afterwards 
he followed llip Uw of tlio Rr almwH fl, who 
daily performed tlioir six-fold functions,.- 9 and 
accepted Noclnmfifu'ati'tvainir as his preceptor, 
ITe Iiel|ied the BrftJuTHUm poet Ffllai 
Qnutornnnlr, the author of Fatf jTrijth-jwWtt TTI^ 
to per fo rs n tei i Ytifjtt#.™ hi e never swerved from 
his word 4 but kept straight on even like the eun P sl 
FTr was n jurt i^on of letters, and all branches 

of learning:, Oltu/t *#-■" (. in (2 SJTT 

both religious and secular, fhrove in the land. 
Tlis kingdom was so rich and prosperous, that 
his unstinted liberality did not flffeet in any 
manner the ’wealth of the country- He duly 
performed DiiraifGjfia and Atithiuajfia* 2 and 
acquired merit and Greatness, * vaster in 
extent than even the five elements ' 11 and 
apparently- eame to deserve the name of 
Dharmaputra. s * After a reicn of twenty-five 

29 p.iii'fj-iip-poifM, 30, 

23 

20 jT^jfa^frm PtiUrnip-pA Tt-a , ITT, 

31 Puriienip-patht 21. 

Ela Ibid,, 21, 

3S n>id. t S3. 

S3 /bid.. 24. 

34 fVrnm 366, 
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years He followed the example of hift preceptor 
and became an anchoret, after dividing hia 
kingdom among hie kindred^ 1 

0 . 5 , Narm h d icc&rxl . 

PoJ-yanai Sel-Eelu KutlLivuii waa succeeded 
by HLalankiiik-kaytu KMimifUccernt, sen o£ 
Imayavaramboii Nedmn-CeraLUun. NurmufUc- 
e^ral ia tne hero of the 4th deead of 
Patirrup^ptattii of which Kappiyarrii Kitppiya- 
nar is the authoiv Though he was a great 
wanior, he treated his enemies with gi-u&t 
etc me; icy and inagiinniiruty ; a circumstance that 
the author of IV Fatirrup-patlu pATlicviUily 
mention a with admiration; 

G-2Z 1 ilj"! T*p£ >. 

L'«I i'fij /£T,i £ Ip 

Jfll 1 Tii-^r 

W(! shall be able to appreciate the full 
yignifioLUKO of this praise when we remember 
that in those early days file victors in the field 
of battle are said to have pulled out the troth 
of their ftnemiga, and exposed them to public 
yjnw at tic gates of their capital.- 311 The most 
important Of Hie expeditions of f hi a Cera 
were those against Wedumidal or Afici T 1T and 
Naiman® 5 both of whom ho defeated in battle, 
Aiki was perhaps a predecessor of Ail vails 
friend who ia known in literature as Atiyaman 

P^iVrijp.pflttW IT |, Patr^Wk 
36 4gmu 311 f K&t* IB. 

3? PiI?irjTip-p3lfhji 32. 

3S TMj/40," 
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NedumAu Atlei ; it f*.t, he must have been on 
Atiyanmn, and the chief of KutiraimaM 511 with, 
his head-quarter^ at Takadur, 401 now in Mysore. 
I suggest Atiyaman is the Sotiyaputra of 
Aioka's inscription. The initio l a becomes ha r 
which a gain becomes so in prakrii; and -man is 
abbreviation for mapon which means pulm; 
and thus Atiyamim beco]ines I^fttiya-putra on 
the analogy of Ceraman equals KCmla-putra* 
I knoW r other identiSentiona of ESatiy&putra 
have been suggested; but so tar os I 
remember, previous writers have, cons&iouGty or 
unconsciously, read the name in the Edict as 
Satyapitfru; including even fho Istesi writer on 
the an lijcct, Mr. V. ft, ftamachatidm Bitshitnr, 
who has contributed to the Indian Culture?* 
an article mi “ Who ore ftal-ynpuiraB ” l The 
word is not ftfitvAputr.i but Satiynpntra; and 
no attempt has been made before to explain 
the presence of i in the name. The identifica- 
tion here suggested of Atiy&mjjji with 
Sattyaputra satisfactorily accounts for the 
presence of the particle i in the name appearing 
in Agoka’a Edict. A ti yam an ? a territory will 

#> 

30 a Some scholars identity this wilh DhanupH iu 
Salem District. 

30 b Vol, T, Pt. Ill, Mr. Goviiuk Pal \n Jiis paper on 
Aat ‘taput w in SfrilAjMjmemt Ai»nit\fjnr CMaMmonttel 
Vpfanii fpp. i3-^4Tj gives the fclkwing involved 
equfttiott : SflTUska fS. Kansrn )^Uni il[a^g5TnriVji=- 
SltLka=§Sijvfl=i$lUly&. 
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exactly occupy the plate where, having regard 
to the older i]i winch the principalities oi L 
kingdoms of South India arc mentioned in 
Asoka *s Edict ttatiyaputra s territory may bo 
expected to be ail mite. The Atiyatnftns were an 
independent lino of chiefs tilt they were subdued 
by the. Cera, whose vassal they ultimately 
b eoA me Najuijui, &.& b?ift already been stated, 
was the chief of Puli and the head of the 
Kadatidiu dan.*" This Nanzutu appeal's to 
have recovered some of hit lost territory; and 
Ndnfiudiceorai advanced nguiinsl the insurgent 
chief and! won a decisive victory over him at 
Yftgaippertmturai, wrested hack the territory* 1 
and subjugated the elan. Nan nan became 
ifoereafter a vassal or feudatory of the €£ra- 
Tbus in Agam li&B h Parannr refers to him as 
Nannan rdiyan, and i n Agam 44 he is referred 
to as one of the feudatory generals of the 
Cera. We may + therefore, hold that, some time 
after the crushing: defeat at V^gaippemnturai, 
Nansian became the ally and supporter of the 
C£rn, whom he iv-eo-pnised as his overlord. 

Narimidicc&ra] was apparently m ideal 
monarch; and Kappiyarru Kappiyajaar, who 
has sang- the fourth decad of Putrrrup^pattn in 
Mb honour, tells us thnt the kinE lived for the 
giood of others: the poet, T s words berngiSjerij®*:,. 
nr i i3 . He freely gave aw ay elephants as 

40 Vfdt al» Fotiriwp+patti in PatuMut. 

41 d.?ain 119. 

42 38 - 39 , 
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present,^ Among tbu shi'inea in his kingdom, 
prurimaeot mention ia. mnde of the shrine of 
-““tf t Jf uOd UlO old WllO-lifiat 

explains this to mean the deity in Tiruvauania 
pumm (Ce. Trivandrum)/ 1 This, explanation 
is probably connect. In 359, Marnular bus 

*WTB7tirffLUl J 'iaT XVlljflj meSHS *likft 

oi Vann Vurftinbaii \ This would 
show that in MamiilarV time Vejiynttu or 
.Vejiyam was in the Cera Kingdom. Vriiyam is 
most probably die modem Y'ijiflcaiia, a coast 
town aornfi miJea south of Trivandrum* where in 
later years a well-known naval battle was 
fought. EaJitu, which appears to be a corrup- 
tion of VeliyattUj is sukd m the Periplu.it to be 
in the CoUl Kingdom; but that probably is a 
misdescription- We may, therefore, bold, in 
tho state of our present knowledge, that in this 
Cera f s reign Ins kingdom emhmced Trivandrum 
m the south, as the comment altr indicates* Tins 
monarch is also tailed VanaviimriibRi)/* possibly 
because in his roign had been attained the idcfi! 
of pcaen and safety graphically deRcribed in 
Pwram 2„ ns having existed in the land in Ore 
days of Udiyan Ceral, the first to bear the title 
of Vasiuvaramban. fie was, like hig predeces- 
sors, a liberal patron of letters; and we learn 
from the eoluphon that the Author of the fourth 
decad of Patirj-np-pattH was given forty lakhs 

43 ittfrynp-jlflltu, 40. 

44 Ibid,, 31. 

45 Ibid., SI, 
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of gyld wine in ai>precistkiii of his poem. 
N&miu^icoeral reigntich according Uj the enlo- 
pbon, for twenty-five years. 

&. S. Scil-E dtlltVtiif, 

The next in order iti the main tjne in 
freu-KuMiivan, slated to be another son of 
Imayavamrnlwm. Saii’JKuttuvaiL 's name Li, 
perhaps the best known amoog’ the Cera Kings 
to the ordinary student of Timid literature, 
lie js Hik hero of the fifth decad of Paiin-up- 
paUH, of which the author is Parana r t one of 
the greatest poets of the Sa Ilgam age. He is 
also tile real hero of Silappadliiktiram, ihe 
well- known Tamil r-pie hy the Com prince 
Ilnnko Adika], though there are some who, if 
pcoms to me, needlessly entertain doubts about 
it. Ho was a great warrior, and with hia 
victorious a nay he is said to have conquered 
vast regions from Ope Comorin in the South to 
the Himalayas in the North ‘‘where the gods 
dwell”:— 

'4 mJS BU 1 S, Z£ 3rtr Si- Mi J) 

QmhS^SJiAj 1.1 rj i 

■3 £ (it 1 (tf L! llrC^ I IJVf.-F 

afrriUSujff 

Qdr ■aiuWfTii S»l_ 

He was always in front in the. .field of 
Hattie, leading his army; and hie soldier* used 
HhieldB made of tough bull -hide which 
effectively protected them from the darts of 



46 fnfe^'iip.pn/iTj, 43. 
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fheir enemies ,* 7 Early in Lia reign, there seem 
ten have been. disturbances oil the borders of 
hid king dom, which hud to be quelled* Among 
the elt let's that. he subj ugated was Hogur- 
Mannan, a proud warrior well-known in ancient 
Tamil Literature* 1 * His name was l'al>iyau r 
and his totem wlls the neem free, iu which shows 
he w L M a feudatory of the Pandya. One of the 
Cera's principal allies was Antgai* an enemy of 
ibe Chief of ItOgur ,. 63 Palaiyan went to war 
against Arugai, who sought Sen-Kuttuvim's 
help; and in that war the lord of Mognr. though 
he whs assisted by other rei gning princes and 
chief trains, was utterly defeated hy the great, 
Gera.” Sen-Kiifttivan also waged a successful 
war against the Kongar. 3 * He won a great 
naval victory 1- * by reason of which there 
came to be attached to his name the distinctive 
great naval victory 5 * hy reason of’ which there 
epithet Kadal-llTakkottiya, 5 * which means, 
'who destroyed the efficacy of the sea as a 
refuge \ It was Apparently one of the most 
decisivc naval victories in Cera history , 15 and 
Sen-Kutfuvjm falsified by that achievement the 

47 PnMKf'vp-jurifw, 45- 

48 Ibid.. 44 aEd 4ft 

4l3 49 ; V" Fat igim and &?ap. XXVTTI, II&4A 

50 Ibid, U. 

53 Ibid-, 49. 

53 Stop. XXV. 162-5. 

53 ■Pflitr/’ap-pai.fit 45, 46, 45 i. Aff/im 312. 

54 Ibid., V P*i(i0!Prt. 

55 UU., 45. 
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papular belief that am island enemy was 
unassailable and invincible.™ 1 consider Chat 
it W£iS hy this naval victory that Musiri wag 
made a sale port of call ; for we know 
that In Pliny J s days, {r. 8ti A, 11) pirates 
wore a constant gourde of danger in those 
waters, and in Kiitfu van's days Karmra ships 
called In large numbers at the port of Musiri 
and En eiehauge for gold took back with 
them cargoes of pepper and oilier products, 1 ' 1 
The irreppressibie Narnia n again rose in revolt; 
but Sm-Kutfuvim put down the disturbance 
and destroyed Viyalur, one of Hannan *b strong- 
holds™ and Ko^ukQr, possibly another of 
Namum's strongholds.™ Aeooi'ding to Silap- 
pviihikoram, Hannan was helped in thin war l>y 
the OSla unrE the Pfindya.** As trophy of his 
aueco&j against, the hinge and chieftains be had 
vanquished, he woie on his breast as a pergonal 
ornament the crest jewels of seven ruling 
primm 51 

^ftcr the destruction of Viva! Or, feen-Knttu- 
vau named his attention to the Ofila country 
where a war of succession had broken out. after 
thfi death of Karik &] a. We fin d that n inc pri aces 
con teste d the right of P’erum-Kihi afterwords 

M Pfciwwjj-pdfrii, 4!!. 

5? Apu™, 148. 

V Pdn’jf^n and ' 87 , 

dfl Ibid, r Y Fatipirm, 

so Jfa*p r , xxv, iss.n. 

61 4 wid Atop., aiTFIil. l^fl, 
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known ns Nalain-Ki||i Set-Cenni, the lawful 
dnminnt, wlto ix said to be tlie brother- in-lftw 
of Sen-Kuttuvan. Sen-KattuvuD went to his 
help, defeated his rivals nt NSiivajU* and placed 
him securely on the thront. 0 - We also L'urri 
that this O&ra undertook an expedition to North 
India for ttoiisiipimg tlie remains of hia deceased 
mother to (he holy waters of the Ganges,®* when 
he met Aryan princes in battle and defeated 
them, Later too, he led an expedition to tlio 
Gun get it region for fetching suitable stone from 
that hallowed ground for the effigy of Kannaki, 
the apothcogiged wife or Pattini-Ka^avul, 
wliioli he intended to consecrate in n temple 
that he proposed to huild .He had rvMseivod a 
rrv]m*il from hit? tv rend the ^atakftrtii for 
assistance, anti he took advantage of it. The 
story of 1 1 iim northern niHn-h is not found in 
PatfiTKj^patta. It must have taken place some 
time fitter Pa rail n,r "a pan in had henn nompesad 
and pnssifily after Parana r’s death. It is, 
however found in Siiappodhikaftm} and I see 
no reason to inject it. T Iiavc shown elsewhere 
that there is 110 historical improbability in it; M 
and the learned writer on Ancient India in the 
Cambridge Short ct History of Ivdut states tlion-r 

6£ PnUrfwp-pftMtt., V f'nlitftm nn-d &jap-, XXVllf, 
11. II!) IS ills* XXVTT, IL lift ff. 

S3 XXV, 1+10 ff_ 

64 Vwlr nny jirtirlt* f A T’VeJfcnl ftf 
jtpjrf’riTi ffistnrt)* in HI, JJ ft. fip. 649 flt- , HuiIX VII, 
ft. ft 
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m probably a substratum of fact in the account 
of Sen-Kuftuvon J s c spotlit ion to the north/* 

Heading that epic aud P ampul's fifth doe3Kl 
of Patifrup-patlit, we can easily see that Sen- 
Kutt.it van wag pra-cnmwntly a warrior, who 
always sought fresh conquests, Paf.irrap- 
j paitu 50 tells us that he spout lon^ nights in 
lliinhiiiir out plans for successful campaigns. 
We learn from tiiktppariMkarctm that tor Ilf ty 
out of tlii’ Miydivo yoare of his reign* he was 
ewgug&d in gaining the laurels of war/* He 
was the most powerful monarch of his day ill 
the South, and his might was stidi that he 
could domineer over the Coin and the Papdya* 
This will ho patent from the fad that the 
insip'll in ilush bis-- royal decrees bore, consisted, 
of liie how, the fisli. and the t iger. 67 

In spite of his constant WMS, his internal, 
administration of Uie country left nothing tx> 
be ileeumri. He was a great patron of arte ;ind 
letters,* 3 and Ilo was ho lavish that even tli-c 
treasure* he had brought fw his naval 
victory he best coved on hards and singers 
without strict regard to merit; so indiscriminate 
was he in his bounty. He was probably partial 
to Katt-it or darling and the dm mu which he 
patronised very liberally ; ca and we read in 

fi& Staffer Hi-ttorfi, p. 174. 

66 $&*£,, XXVIII, 13SU32, 

fiT &!ap„ XXV. 171. 3; pi-M; TXt r T. JGR (I. 

68 ^rfifp(p-pufhi > 4D. 
fifl Hid., 43, 
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Sihppiidhik&yam that on his ret uni ft'om hia 
eventful expedition to the. Ndi'tiij a Sukkuiynn 
of PiiKnVtir* u tu^'u iiL North Travnnwit, well 
versed in the art of futtfa, entertained him and 
file queen by reciting 1 with appropriate action 
the story of Trpniu-SamMTa+ 1ft He is said to 
[save made a free gift of the revenue derived 
from L r nibarkkA<hs to Parana? in appreciation 
of t'Jic fifth decad of Patirrup-paUn. He did 
much to develop trade and commerce 5 and at 
his ports, foreign merchantmen titled and 
earned on - brisk business. Wo read that large 
and beautiful ships of the Ya-vimiiti brought sold 
in great quantity to the port, of Muim ami 
went back laden with pepper, and that Knttuvan 
distributed as presents the rare products of the 
sea and the mountain d 1 His was a rich count ry., 
with a never failing supply of water. The 
Pcriyur f the principal river of the Cora country, 
is described as full oven in seasons of drought*” 
and the people that it attract ed. for bath .are 
stated to be ‘innmrienible like the saurte of tha 
beach*.” In luxuriance, the land was oven as 
rich as the cmiotty ‘watered not only by the 
Kilvtfrt hut by the accumulated waters of 
Muktadal™ t>r the confluent waters of three 

70 SHap., XX VII h II "B-7_ 

71 Agam r 14J- aud 313, 

72- ■Ptafz'mifJ’jyUGim. 43. 

73 Ibid, r iff. 

74 Ibid-, DO. 
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rivers. Toddy was freely comamed in Urge 
measure,” J.si hot woather r bn used to camp 
in shady forests ; Ts nuid. we find from ail&p* 
padhifuham that it was when lie was so camping 
on one occasion that he received news, of 
Kuqpaki'a death i'l'OJii hi II men who had 
witnessed it. A detailed and informing account 
of CSruiL (SW-Kuttuvsm is supplied. by Pandit 
M. Raghriva Iyengar in hi a learned monograph 
on that monarch / 7 This great Cara King 
reigned for fib years; and in his kingdom 
Jiirtdue, .Jains and Buddhists lived together in 
perfect amity, His consecration of a temple 
to Pftttini-DSvj was an event of international 
significance; and among those who attended tho 
function was King Oaja-Bjthu of Ceylon, 
Probably ibis event contributed much to the 
spread of Bhagavnti worship, now so common 
on the ^Jalabar coast. 

S, 7 . A d k MpatUi <M? e ralai a », 

Next in order to feon-Kiiittuvan, F&tiffup- 
ffiittu deals with Adn-kotpatiuo-Cei'uLiitaUj 
alleged to be another eon of Imayavarninban 
KedtitH’Ceraiatan and brother of NarmudiC' 
c&ntl. He ie the hero of the sixth dee&d 
of Pakirrup-pattu, the anthoi' of which ia 
Kaltkai-padiniyar NacceHaiyfir. The prefix 

75 Palirrup-potiVr t 43. Vide Pur'aflt, 316 for £ ]WCR 
iq pro-L 3tt of toddy. 

7G /frid., 43. 

11 The book has rim to a Third Edition, 
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Adu-kdtpaitu h> his name CSralatan is 
apparently explained by thy statements in 
l > titirntp'jMiUW‘ U6 and 57 that ho used in 
the flush of victory to dance with a word 
held itigh in tile field of battle/* The Fatigat it- 
to this docad gives [mother explanation, namely 
that he recovered ft herd of cattle, lifted 
probably fta a prelude to war by a neighbouring 
hostile chief tain* W-e know that in early days 
■cuLUe-ti fling was a common method of inaugu- 
rating hostile operation* in war/* Or |herhaps, 
^ hero only means or victory, na it 

often does hi &angam literature. Naccellaiyar 
does not mention any particular battle that this 
Cera fought; hat her poem enables uh to see that 
he must have boon a great warrior, a? he is 
described as iS^^ti^Swru i^Li-* j £ tj tcfer^uj and 

j w. ^fij'ijii ■<G£ l ,iF l JS w* or -?■> 

Trade and commerce on a large scale flourished 
in the country. She mentions that valuable 
com modi ties brought into this CBralftteJi s rort 
were stored in £utbwns. sl There were so 
few needv j^eople in his oily of ancient 
fame situated on the hph shore, that the 
king used to s^niid vehicles to other places 
to bring men that he might tesdow gifts 

78 Cf, sHT^nj.f^Jl QubiT ITCM ;&jSiT®ui Q&<i 

f r'ffliirj-up.jwrflu, 56, ll. 4. S>, 

79 S72-- Soft al sa ULkahltM h 4 f?tvdi£jt t?i TsmU 
j&iJiirttticrt mid History, p[i, SUfiWKt 

&0 Ptttfr'jTJfi-.patfu 51. 

?1 Ihid. t 55. *&**&•> 
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an them/’ Muaie and dancing were encouraged 
by !hjiia fry and were richly rewarded. Many 
feudatory chiefs owud hini iiilegLnice F ,Jt iiia 
kingdom extended beyond the port of Hapivu, 8 * 
probably Jiie ifaoura of Jho Pm$lu$ or the 
h'itria of Pliny, which Illib been identified by 
Yule and otbei-s with Mangalore at the mouth 
of the river NetravatL This is the first mention 
we have of Narzivu in conneetiart with thu 
Ceras; and we may not unreasonably hold that 
Adu-kuipEillLi C&mldtan captured tills Btswwast 
town. Perhaps it is to this event that Yelli- 
vltiyar alludes when she writer in Agwn — 

She must have been proximate in date to Auvai 
who refers to her domestic history and, there 
fore, proximate also to Rajjasuyom Yctta Peru- 
J?ar- Killi und 0 £hki£ji iVUkkbdai, and must have 
lived after Karikila Cdla, as she pathetically 
exclpinas that her fete should not be similar to 
that, of Adi-Alnnli, an alleged daughter of that 
Cola? and during this period, no Cera answers 
to the name or title Vanavaramban except 
Adil'kdtplttu GSrsUtau* 

Pram Puram 65 and 66 and Ag<m 56 vve 
gal her fhnf the Cdl.jr Karikh I Yalavmi won a 
battle at Ventif, and the name of his opponent. 

"Is" lift, 56 , 

S3 Itaf^pup-poffc, 5? r 5S ind 8A, 

M I’bid., 68. rV Ptfijem, 

£5 Hid-, 60 . 
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iu that b&Ule appears as CSromfiu Peruin- 
C'ernlatan in tlm eoluplion j and in a foot-note we 
Jilt told iJtut another leading of the name is 
Pei'um'Tolatan^ Jj'i Again 50 lie is called only 
CcralaUii The identification of the Cola and 
the Cera mentioned in these poems lias caused 
me much anxious thought- and though I once 
held otherwise, 1 now hold that tile probabilities 
we that Kmihdlnn is the well-known Cola 
emperor, the son Ol Uruva-puhrer Ilam-Sot- 
Ceimi and the hero ol Poru wit m -a rru- poda i and 
Palp'nnp-p&t&ij and the Cora , Pc mm- CeraJdtan 
ia Adu-kotptittu CerailfitaiL There is no doubt 
that the great Knrikala did win a famous battle 
at Vcnni, in which die Corn, the P indy a and 
the Ye lit- chieftains were defeated, 11 11 A jam £4ti 
is by Pnranar f who has also sang of lj ruva- 
pahrer Ilam-^et-Cenul* 7 aild ^en-Kuttuvan, 61 
and the former was the father imd the latter & 
contemporary and relation, of KarLkala. I see 
no compelling nneessity to postulate two TCari- 
kalas, each of whom wrti a baffle at Vegjji 
against a Coro. The Cura I jit an that fell at. the 
batllc of Vciynij where the great Karikala won 
a signal vletory, must hare !>een proximate in 
date to Kuttuvan; and Adu-kotpatht Cfralfitan 
alone satisfies the test, If we he guided by 
Ealmgattupamni, KarikoWs victory at Yejjtp 
must hflVf hr-oti one of hi? late aehiov&menfai for 

&S Rmnn!(ti- + 1L 14MP; Aga »i 346. 

6 ? Purant +. 

68 PfliiTreip-pafiii V- Ptfram 3tSft. 
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it. waa after hi* return from Ins northern ftsppdi- 
tion that he engaged the Cera and the Par^dyia 
in Ejattlo and defeated Llicm s * Probably these 
two king* and Hie neighbouring chiefs took 
advantage of KariktUa^ absence from ilia 
territory in northern India, and attempted to 
portion out his kingdom among themselves ; and 
hence flte great battle of Vonni that KartkAla 
fought against the confederate hingi? and chiefs. 
I am inclined to hold, therefore, that. Adu- 
kStpattu OCni!fit:in iTiet with Ids death at the 
battle of Yeririi. Perhaps Ffitfrrjip-pattu 58, 
11, 1012 will afford some explanation for the 
alternative name Pcnitn-Tolatan. 

The battle of Venn! m of special interest, 
aa Fnram (Jo and 6(3 mention a peculiar practice 
among famous wamors in those early days. 
We are fold that the Cera king while facing his 
foe in battle was pierced by ;i shaft which ran 
through his body, wounding also hi a back; and 
es a wound on the Imck wrt* regarded m a blot 
on heroism, Hie Cera sat facing north and 
courted death' by starvalion. Starvation unto 
death as a penance has always been regarded in 
India, especially in ancient titn.es, as an ftCt of 
supreme fortitude and merit; and by this net 
the Oem wiped ant the humiliation tbnt. the 
wound on the back implied^ Agam 55 shows 
that the act evoked flic sympathy and admira- 
tion, of several people who fd^O gave up their 



m KdliHffa, 183 . 
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life along \vi|h him; and brilliant as hia victory 
wna f Knrikula seems to have felt that the 
heroism o£ the vanquished Cera h s self- 
immolution surpassed ]m own as tlj-c victor of 
the dny t and he had to bo consoled with the 
assurance that the Cera king was not greater 
than he in glory® 0 

Naece^aiynr Was richly rewarded with gold 
for jewels by Ailivkot.pi.i{ju C5ralatan s and he 
further took her to himself. ITe is stated to 
have reigned for thiity-dglit years. 



80 Fwam. Sfl. 





CHAPTEfi II. 

ft. I, Kn m K o-j*: ru m -cSr si 

IrumpOrm* 

At this stage a digrcesioa into PtifeMtmUrn 
appears necessary. The Cera, Kings. wr 3iara 
eonsiidflretl so far are, accord i ng to PahWr-ujr- 
patfu, descendant? of Cc roman Penun-Cdnu 
Udiyan C^raLutan. Thu rtmaining Cera kinga 
sung about in that wort belong *o another line 
of which the ancestor if impossible) to 
determine from that work. Before, however, 
taking up the consideration of thy kings of that, 
line celebrated in it is at this 

stage necessary, it scorns to mo t to speak of a 
C§rn ruler who is not mentioned in Patirriip- 
pateu. It will have been seen from the 
foregoing account that them was a vigorous 
expansion of the Cera kingdom under the early 
CSms. The work of conquest- of the neighbour- 
ing territories and their annexation to the Cera 
kingdom which began with TTdiyan Oyf&lat&n, 
the first Corn king known to Tamil literature,, 
was steadily continued in (he reigns of his two 
sons Imayavaramban and Pal-yiLnai ftclkeJn- 
Kuttuvam The last of these kings completed 
the conquest of Puli-Kadu or Konhftnarn, the 
territory of the KanTians. who as ancient Tamil 
literature shows, were war-Ttlfe ftFiiefs whri 
rarely missed an opportunity to harass their 
neigh hours. Tfe had also annexnd the land nf 
the Kohgar which" in those early time? was tire 
B 




u 



CflttA KINGS 



theatre of endless warfare among the three 
Tamil kings, Bound about that region were 
numerous war like tribes. In the circumstances, 
the Cera, after the conquest and nmiejotion of 
these northern regions. would ns a measure of 
political wisdom and necessity, have thought of 
strengthening' his position by establishing n. 
viearoyalty in the north; and T suggest that 
Pal-yntwi Suite hi Kuttiivaii, conqueror of 
Puli-Nidii and Kongu-Nfidn appointed the first 
viceroy investing him with palatine powers, and 
sent him to the newly acquired northern 
province. 

This consideration induces me to bring 
in hero jik coj stem porn ry of thihyftijiN Selkelu- 
■KuftUYiUi, a Cera king win), so liar as 
the materials now available go, appears to stand 
unrelated to any other Cent, known to 11 tern him. 
He is Ccramiln Kamvui-eriyn OIvfij-TCyperuiii- 
Ceral lrijsn|M>Tai, This name occurs in tho 
colophon to one single poem alone 1 which is 
by u. poet, Kariveruttelaiyar, who docs not 
appear to have sung about any other king At 
chieftain. It is not possible, therefore, to state 
from literature done where exactly this GEra 
king should be placed. We shall find presently 
that there was a line of floras who boiiy the name 
of Inimporai ; and in my view, the C5ml 
Tiximporais who figure in Tamil Literature, 
represented, perhaps a junior branch of the 
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OSrft dynasty and were in the jjo&iUan of CSra 
viceroys with palatine powers stationed in the 
North h'evu counLry with he ad-quarter a at 
Tomli, after the CCm Kingdom liad extended 
northward . <J l v a | - Xo - Per inn - Ceral 1mm- 
porai may fie regarded m the firs! of those 
viceroys of iht! north, as III- is said in the 
colnplion to to reign fll JCarii-tfflrA 1 I 

take tins Karuvnr to be different from Vanei, 
which according to me U r nnivandka]ami ami 
I tentatively hold that OlvahK^-Perum'Cfinfd 
Iriimporai, as the first king of the branch, may 
ho placed before Coramuii Antuvan GEral 
I rutuporaj , mentioned in Pntiffam of PaUrjup- 
pattu Y 1 1 , We have no information about 
OJvhl] Ko-Peruiu Cera! Irnmpoi'xii except what 
is contained in Ptfojif! 5, He was apparently 
a gte&l warrior, as the epithet Qludl (bright 
sword) implies, It is easy to gather from 
Pvrim 5 that his Inst, for war and carnage was 
almost insatiable, and the pool ^ires him a 
tiBioly admonition to tarn to the prime duty of 
prelection of his subjects. The poem may he 
rendered aa follows ; — 

Lra'd ef (he forest recioB where, tike terds 
Of eatL(e. roam, nmohi": Ihp hpije frlnefc rocks 
RsseinHing buffa3oe^ wild elephants! 

Phnnit me— thou art r^retH !— RnhfdiJ b, ^vont. 
Detach llij-wlf front llnse devoid of lovf 
And mercy; thtr indeed, are minted for heM 
tion like paints u.-ho their cltMrtn tend? 
Pretrtfrt thj land and people ; worttuwhjje’ 
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2. Antuviiii CgthL 

We may now pursue Llie study of tile oilier 
decuds of Pptirritp-pattu r The Fatigam to the 
reventh d«cad of Ptitirrttjyjxitiit tells us iliae the 
hero of liuil deoad wag the son of Antuvan. His 
fill] name is Cer&mim Antuvau CCml Irmu- 
poiai r - Them is a complete Jack of materials 
about. the activities of thij? Cera., We can, 
however, sa y from (lie occurrence of inimporai 
in his name that ho belonged to (he northern 
line that began with J^mvuref-iya J^ei'iim- 
Cernl Irumporai. J hold that Antuvan Cetal 
wufi, perh&p®, the Mil find successor of Karuvur 
triya Perum-OGinl. The only incident connected 
with him of which We tan be reasonably certain, 
is gathered from the colophon to Fttfflttt IS, 
sung by Upuyttr Enioceri ^Jurfa Mdsiyar. We 
frtiad that, by misadventure, the Cbjla, Mudittalai 
Ka-Penjnarkifls, entered the precincts of 
Karuvur, which then belfinaed in rhe Ccm, on 
a rutted elephant; and the pool in tins poem 
tries io dissuade Antuvati Cera I from falling 
into the mistake of regarding file entay as an 
^t-1 of hostility on the part of the Cota King. 
This was a period when m the land of the 
Cd]as f rival chiefs or clans, the Tennis and the 
Killis, were striving to extend their territory 
with a view to gi3u supremacy over the whole 
C-fita Kingdom. Sometimes as a diversion 
from their internal fends and fights, a Oetmi 
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n aw or a Kill L at another Uniu led a raid into tie 
neighbouring Cera Kingdom j and Autuvan 
OSral had, therefore* good reason for his 
mistake, if mistake it. really was. 

However, another predatory invasion of tiit 
Cera territory seems to have been Led by 
KeyUlankAnal ijum-yet-Cimiii* probably a 
owitemporaiy in the Cmm line of Mudittalai 
Pei-iiiiai'kijii We etUillwl affirm wholiier this 
Cemii was the same as Uruvapahrer l]am-&et- 
Cenni or was different from hiiiii probably they 
were the same. The invading Cemn succeeded 
in capturing Panin liir t winch ludonged to the 
Cam f 1 ai'jd this set of war naturally led to 
retaliation by the Com who advanced into rho 
territory of the Cdlsu The Cera and the Cola 
met in battle at Per/ a place in the Cola 
territory in the basin of Ihe Haver i y and both 
the royal combatants met with their death in 
that battHc.® These two kings are said in the 
colophon to have been C$rajtutn Kurlal:ki» 
Nethmi-Ofiralauin and Colaii Velpahradahkai 
Peni-Yiraf-Kijli, who had an alias Fsru g*p- 
Xilji. Possibly Velpaliradaklai Peruniir-Kitli 
and Afudittalai Pemnar-Kihi a re the eame; and 
Idle O&ra may be taken to be Antuvan Ccral, who 
waa undoubtedly a contemporary of that Co h 
In this view, wr may hold that Antuvan Ofral 

3 FUjwi 20 3. 

4 IbU, $ 2 ; 63 . 

5 4ffiKn 1S6; 326. 

6 J’tmftn $ 2 ; 69 . 
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also went by the name of Nedum-CvraUltaiL at 
least iii the latter part of his reign, W* do 
not know how long his ti;jp lasted, 

S. 3. S^h-ak-kuduibko-vaiiyutan, 

The next biog we read of is hia aon, iSeivak- 
KarluidLO-vitLi yi ton, lJj-> hero of the seventh 
dccad of which was &ung by 

Kupilar, one of the giHjntest of the Sungitm 
poet& It is recorded that tlliit king won a, 
victrny over the combined armies of the Cola 
and the Puiylya ; T raid, ho was hi such phntitude 
of power, thut Soou he bad no cut my anywhere* 
His country was very prosperous ;, and t]j«ie was 
pearl fishery in hh aea ports/* Kapilur went 
to hia court after the demise of P£ri T whose 
name has come to bo a by-word hi Tamil litera- 
ture to denote a roost, munificent patron of 
literature and an. What Maecenas was to Virgil 
and Horace, that Pari was to Ktfpilar, who wa s 
bis staunch and faithful friead and admirer* 
Kapijar says this C£ra King rivalled Pari in 
munificence ;. ,t ’ and his bountifulnesg, says 
Pa ran a r + became a by- word. 11 The poet exult- 
antly exclaims; “There are nuiny imp;; but 
what benefit do we derive from them? If barda 
appear oven on the outskirts of your capital 

7 Pittirrup-patt\i (S3; also 85. 

6 IWi. f M. 

D Ibid,, 67, 

10 Ibid., 61, 

11 Agum, 141. 
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city, it is your command they should be Liberally 
rewarded} and they should not b^ put to tbe 
trouble of even seeing you. You shower 
ambrosia even more profusely than the clouds 
pout down rain, 1 * Whatever may happen, 
your word remains unshakcahle. Poes who 
have won ronown in battle witli others, gladly 
bow to you f regarding it as a privilege; jui 4 your 
benign love and generosity to them arts 
unlimited/* 3 * Ho held. Brabnmnsis in great 
respect 14 Tile Fa ft gam tells ns that at the 
dost 1 of a Yaf/it lie dedicated, as a gift, Gkanturj 
a tillage, to the deity he wotshippod. Fie 

rewarded Kapilar beyond the dreams of 
avarice. We are told that the poet was given 
1 00,000 gold pieces or coins, and ail tlin land 
011.0 couM sue from the top of a hill. 
Apparently this gift of land is. nor a myth: for 
we find Pemm-Kunrur Kilftr, another Sringam 
poet, exlftims 111 ***£»?# ■fdV'fnlS-i-.p ■ ■.-:■£ gj ! 

which means, J nir>ro niunr-rous than the villages 
that the renowned poet KapiTar obtained*. 

ifVlvjfi -Kn.dii n KtJ was almost an idol of the 
poets. Besides the VTl decad of FfTh'rrttp-pvHttj 
Kiapilnr has also sung two lyrics iti Pura-wantim 
about this Cera. 15 Tn PjE/rm 8 the king is 
ethdled an transcending the sain and the moon 

12 114, 

13 Ibid., S3. 

14 Ibid., 63, U L 

I4u. PatfrrNp-patftf H5-. 
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in glory j and thus Lrifei-cntially v>e sU'e told that 
lie is greater than the Coin and Ltie Pfi^dysj who 
are regarded as descended from the Sim and the 
Moon respectively, and that they owned his 
mipresnaevn. I give below a ti^mslution of the 
jwera^ 

The OfnilnLiin of victorious firinH, 

Tlnwh small Jmh Iringdrun, yet in pro WSS atanda 
VViihont n rival hwsns I ho ruSmi? tiEiRS 
Who bis su pTomiicy dure ]ii?t colflt£St f 
In hia nirmificEnec ho Elands fJokc! 

Cnnst than. 0 Sun! with that jircflt kbifl compare t 
E "Ml Ihonflb thou liaEtlllft wide expanse of leaven, 
Thou sJuricst but by day ! Titan lumest hack 
Anti dost oofttaa] (hyse'Ef th'fore the raOtm 1 
CufiEt tliUW, 0 Moon! wIsobb I kill slrewns down at 

night 1 

Thou art too fitful 1 Thou rtet often change 
Ant| claw behind the mountain safety SSChl 

Pttrfliji 14 is also interesting, ne throwing 
light on the mi^ht,, greatness and geniality of 
tliia Cera, The king seems to have made a 
playful remark about the softness of the poet/s 
hand; and then the poet snag the following 
praise of the monarch t — 

Thy Lands. O Kmjcl tial (ft thy knees ■mtferii, 
fontrol with widl-shsped! irm pnad in tifflO 
Thy fleiw-eynd plerhairr. Unit hn:Fdf*. with fdue 
Fortifird pnlr#, with tmipb wood boEred fast, 

And rein ihy mshinsr r-hurffOr tbul nun rlanr 
"FSee|> ti'ftii filled with water. ScMed hist 
In tby war-L-hnrioh from lb? flnfaer fllur.fr 
O'er thy brond bach. Ihtfll dost wjt.li forooru! skill 
Rain darts on foes ar.d fo thy hands Dro sealed. 

Which on Itifl Eocta trestiiffl TWl bnstow’ 
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Lite MurugB rcLu-u jhnflrt, gra^oua sL:ig I’ 

Thy ax iougii jynd himid a* <jflrtlh ilsdf, 

Though shrMitenmg Id Thy foes, ill la w-aiuuitlnd 
With pain £>f love inMtIete, Thy hands 
With caaKtuiS tuiply ^ cl ^ are Arm and string, 
WJii.Ee we h thy hartis, wliti UirFvintt on iby srifte 
E d p lit’.' aur !ui n:.s in doing not I jimp r“po 
Than tfflLtsLff meat wo] I serasnod in soffit smolff, 

Or rioc with condim^nta n.rid curry mixed, 

Bov* lunida Uiat are efllniiiiule and soft] 

Paranar 1 im> has sung about the unparalleled 
liberality of this Cl- ra in Agwn 143, in lim^uaEse 
that reminds. o§ of MilmULuiar'a praise of 
Udiyutl Ceral ! s bounty in Agaw C5, He wiilea: 
+ Rejoice* O heart] like the suppliants who 
™timi from the court of Knrlunkfi, ladeu with 
largesse’. The kirn? is there called Mantnnm 
Poraiyan K+nJnnkri: and perhaps il is to (he 
Afliiie kiri.E4 flint reference is made in A {/am {EJ 
as Porniyan, in A.ffftm- 3o:'J as FS&im-pQt- 
Pofftiyan and in Klirnnfeffai SU as Petllmpgt* 
Ptlraiyam firlvak-ltflfjmidd A-ilMyatan reigned 
lor twenty-five years and died at fakknrp- 
palfi, 14 We learn fr^m Patlfrup-paifn &t that 
bis territory i minded Kodnmanom, probably 
the modem Kolumam near CeirnbaUm 

R. 4. PCTimi^Cei'ttl pflrtii. 

He was Succeeded by his soil, Pmun CetYil 
Inimporap a great warrior in whose praise 
ArifiU Kitar h ns rm Op the riphth dread. of 

P fditrvp-palf te "FTc defeated ITnhrral* tlio 

Fttnrm 337. 

H 
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Idavar cfiief^ 7 slid won a great Tietory at 
TakadlOr in Kollikkurrain against Atiyain&n 
Elini and. two great kings. 

" ■•■ F. jf ^ J N 

It ia said! that ilia conquest of Tatadur has been 
celebrated in an old Tamil work Takvdur 
Yattinai, now missing. His fame as a herd 
siii'-ead sio rapidly that soon princes and chiefs 
and others Lowed to him ill submission H H and 
he spai'fid Ihe lives of his foes when I'liey ftib- 
tnittod to him and paid him tribute, ‘even aa 
spirits spare their victims when aficinflre 
is offered to them.' 0 ' His sway and power 
extended so far that he was not only the lord 
of Kolb and + lhe protecting armour' of the 
people of Puli- Nadu, hut he was even regarded 
as the lard of Pugftr, — 

HEs ministers were men of wisdom who made 
the good of the people their chief concern. 111 
Both inland and sea-borne trade flourished in 
the land . 20 The ting performed Yagas in 
accordance with fhs rules laid down , 31 and the 

1? fflttfJTip-Jwfiu, 71. 

]7& ibid; VIII Paiijjflm and FvnfW, 230. 
lft Ibid. 75, 

18* Ibid,, 71. 
iSh Ibid., 73. 

19 Ibid ,72. 

SO Ibid., 76, 

91 Ibid., 74. 
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whole country was rich artd prosperous.* 51 He 
was a great patron of learning; and the respect 
and regard with which lie treated bards that 
sought him art exemplified by a supremely 
lovubie act of feigh-soukd magnanimity recorded 
in Furam 50 by ilosti KirouJir, The poet's 
art yielded him in those days high praise 
and rich gifts, and made him a welcome gueut in 
every court. Mbsu KJnuAr, when he arrived at 
the ce^jxt of ibis great Cura King, found the 
latter had gone; out for a hunt ; and the hard, 
who was tired, fell asleep by mistake on the 
couch intended for the king's drum. The king 
discovered the poet aleepiog: and with a great- 
ness and nobility of heart that was beyond all 
praise, he net only did hot disturb him hut kept 
fanning him fili he awoke refreshed! King and 
hero as he was, !Perum-flSral found light and 
life in the immortal song of "the poet, whom he 
held in the greatest esteem. The colophon says 
that as reward ho offered to Ari&il Kilar, the 
author of the eighth deraui of Pftiip'up-paHK, 
even his very throne, and everything of value 
in the palace, which the poet, wisely declined to 
accept; find the king thereupon made Arifiil 
KilSr his minister. This king reigned for 
seventeen years, Tt is interesting to note that 
this king is addressed as K/yrfai Sffitba 13 which 
means? he who holds T-inksmi in his breast.. It 



'!£ Patirrup-pa t re, 11- 
2U Ibid,, n. 
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must be after him that a subsequent C5ra came 
to bear that name. 

a, I tam.-Ceral Ir&tttpoftu. 

We ivua suocwded by ins eon Il-uin-Ow'uI 
Irunipofui, thus hero of the ninth deead of 
FuUi-i'HprpaUti of which tJie author iej jytiruni- 
Kuiirui' KiJ.aii this poet had met with bitter 
disappointment once when he sought this L'ero. T s 
bounty. 5 * I gisre l*i iram SltlL — 

Forgetting ihj high du ty Lm pL'oU^.t 
Mankind, thou HK<a" ^ilb eycu dw-eUI ni Mve 
And halpiul vliflrttj thy gUppliuiUfl. 

If <itiicr IlI:l(^:- ujLsyiLipsth^tLc prow 

Like thee, it wuld to bn«t if mutt like dir 

W«a ewer hem ! 11} par* and blunvfltifci 

Oeo.'iiteiJi unto mft, if then; he kedt 

Breath in ho? body, will bo tlunJnog siiil 

Of me- At'ra-d am I if oven twnV 

[JujLivt, und ?<y*aid Death hath siinlcticd her oil! 

1 hasten hdtne t-his irwt4Uit lier tc save. 

31sfi hath, unable her dialrfSB L> bear, 

BePitt wkhmfc Oft in dir* despair for duili t 
T li-rfi, lAflff, 0 King! HehaJdr WeiuHiMl <kwn in heaxt, 
I leti« depart iltd earry back wntbi me 
Afj indigene?, as betp^a ns Ibo /ortft 
Of foes that cannot -Jtand ’gsdust thr attack f 

Lately the ting and tho poet understood 
each other, and the poet wjjsi had thought 
tlm(i Ifam-CGral was a fierce prinuj, as all had 
been lauding his great prowess in war. I now 
ees I was mistaken. Having known him per- 
son ally, I see he is as sweet ns the waters of 



34 PiifCih 210, 211. 
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Vani river/ Parenthetically, it may be 
observed that Yarn ($kt Vjhini) is a river 
running north of Coimbatore, and is different 
from Bkavtliii] and also from Ami -Vani which 
is another name for the PeriyrU'. lie sualaiaed 
the glory ahd^ munificence of his illustrious 
ancestors like i^i^tk-Kudmtddj and the vietois 
of Yfigai-parantaliii and Viyalflr/ 11, His land 
abounded m a-mchd wood., agil (Dymxyhtm 
malaoiiriaw) and sugar-cane^ 1 Ho was the 
lord of Tondi, Kongar-NMu. Knttuvar Nadu 
and Pftll-Ifadih afl Ho defeated Pertun Cola, 
I larti Palaiyan Mni'an and Yieci, and destroyed 
the J 6ve forte*. 2 * He was a brave, good, just 
and impartial ruler; and the poet pronounces in 
exultation the following benediction: 4 4 As the 
result of thy just and impartial rule* may the 
clouds never S'ai! to yield bounteous rain! May 
there be rich pestnm#? for cattle; may the 
joyous birds thrive in groves; may fruits and 
edible roots he plenteous; may grain grow i n 
abundance; may the whole land offer thoe 
i^votflit praise! May good nnci virtuous men 
fill the land ! gweiwe i vat from thy kingly duty t 
May thy arms be victorious; and may thou and 
thy consort he Messed with long life, health 

23 F^ypvp-paifu. 66. 

SB Ibf&. t SB, 90. 

£7 raid., 91. 

as Hid., es h go. 
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mid happiness." se There can be no dowbt that 
peace and. plenty reigned over the land of this 
bountiful king, It is no wonder that Perum- 
Kunrilr Khar asks his brother bards to proceed 
to the court of this monaidi, where they would 
havpi liberal largesse bestowed on them, 31 
Pcnim-Kunnir Rila!- 3 * was most mumfkcutJy 
rewarded with 3u.it(h money and jewels for his 
poem by Ilsm-Ceral Irumporui, who Manila to 
have delighted in rewarding secretly. 34 He 
reigned, according to tfce colophon, for sixteen 
years. 



30 Paiin-jip-pdftid, S9. 

ai ZWt, 87 , 

3? Famm-Jiilti |mr Kijilr is (aid to have mtig 
Fu^jm 26$ in lionfflior cl Llru'fapfiJjper Ilm-fivt-GeUbi 
(Cotopton tn F ii ram 266 }; tut ft seems to n» the nanm 
et the tJfjta in NT^nsly gr*™ ttiora, acd If- shotiM fc>fl 
h'alam-Killi Set-Cetmi, who Is slw referred to as 

Ter Vmi Kilji. 

33 Oft](iphab tut Pot If? am \X, Fdiffrrup.jHrtw, 




Chapter tii. 

Examination of Remits. 

Tills fljniskea the list of Geras sung About 
iu Patirrttp-pattv* Of the Geras wo have m- 
far considered, we can assert with confidence 
that Ojvflf Pertun-Ceral Iminporai, Atduvnn- 
OoTaf Immpora i , Selva - kn flu iikn - valiyfitan, 
TVrum CPral Trumporai of TakatfQr fame and 
Iffim-Guml Irrmiporsii ruled over the northern 
palatinate with Torj^i as their capital; and wo 
n iay similarly assert tJir±1, Vanavaramb&ti 
U divan Oernlatan, Iiriaynwurnmliati Heddim- 
Ceralatan, PalySnai ^Lkel^i-Kutfoivan, Xa]au- 
kaikaiini-NarmndO-Ceral and Sfin-Kuttuvion 
ruled at Vafioi in the south . Thera can 
bo no doubt that both branches wore of the 
family, tlom-Gera] Irurnporni, the last 
of the I rnmporais celebrated m song in 
Patirrvp-p&tiiL ig described ns descendant of 
ImnyaTHTBinbaa and NamwUc-Ceral as wo]? as 
of Perum-CSra! Trumpcrai. 1 Tfow the necessity 
for two lines of Caras may Ttavo risru T have 
already tried to explain’ and It may lio 
romombored that Piilyfinfij ftrlkehiKutiuvjiTi 
is also stated to have divided Ills kingdom 
aiupiig his kin. To which' group stiould Adhi- 
kOtpattn-C^mlatan Ke assigned t After anxious 
consideration, I have come to the eonduaiou that 

1 SB, 
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he should be regarded as a ruler of the northern 
palatinate which 3ia<l its capital at Toncli.. 

Let uu try to examine the results we have 
obtained. We anv Iuuiyavn vain twin reigned for 
fifty-height years. lie had a brother. Paly anal 
SelkeluKuttuvnn, win? succeeded him and 
reigned for twenty- five years. Imay aTaramban 
ifi said to Imve had three sons, all of whom are 
said to have been reigning Cumt. Of these 
three, Natmud'coeral reigned for twenty -five 
years; nil id on his death he was succeeded l>y 
Men-Kuttuvnn who reigned for fifty-five years. 
Supposing A d u -k of | kj ttn - Ce ra I a t a n was a son 
f»l" Iiimyavai'ambiin and ruled in Vnnei, bn must 
liar a suemdotl fttm-Kui^tivnn; and even on tlic 
that. Aiju kotpattii-Ceralutau wns 
but n Imbr inarms when Iimyiivirambim dud— 
and lhai ElS obviously nil lust impossible — he 
nllnst have liOrtl at least otic hundred and tiro 
years old when he hrenmo king, and thereafter 
reigned for thirty-eight years. This is palpably 
absurd. Wo liany he told that, perhnpg, the 
htcrh emiitenw that Tmsyavumtnbfln and &rn- 
Kliftiivfln occupied ns conquering heroes. who 
made tho military proweae of their arming fe5t 
even in North India, induced the ascription oE 
an exaggerated period to the reign of eiiclj of 
those two kings ; but this hypothesis alone 
would net help us to solve the difficulty ; 
for even if we allowed the conventional period 
of twenty-five yeaTS to ea eh king that preceded 
'Adu-kStpSttu-CfTalfitaii. lie must have. waited 
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seventy-five yours after hi@ father's death to 
ascend the throne of the CEra kingdom. If, 
however* we could possibly hold dial yiw; of tbo 
alleged three sons of Imayavaramban ruled at 
Top^li, instead of regarding all the three of 
them ns having rtiletl at Yanct the difficulty 
would h a almost entirely obviated 

I may here glance at a suggealion i3*ftt the 
learned author of Ceran $&n-Ktittuvan bus 
made, lie is mciined to hold that there 
were not only two lines of Ceras ruling 
simultaneously in Vafiei and Totnli, hut thero 
was sileo it third lino eo -existing with them that 
ruled in Man tail He accordingly thinks that 
while ftexi-Kuttuvan was reigning in Yauei* 
N 1mm d i codrol wus reigning in Manta!, mod the 
Ifumporais in Torn;!’ ■ There is m> warrant for 
this suggested disintegration of the 
kingdom info several small Cera principal i ties. 
This was tho time when flu? Cera kingdom waa 
growing into power, and stood in need of 
Consolidation; and theTe waa particularly a 
strong Line of Icings who were capable of 
keeping the Cera kingdom intact, not, to speak 
of furthoT extending it. When for the elucida- 
tion of a difficulty, a hypothesis has perforce 
to be postulated, the hypothesis should he ns 
simple and free from complication ns po-s-oble, 
We know ns a fact of history that there were 
two lines of OPras. one ratine; in Yafici and the 
other at Tondi, Tf we can find authority far 
holding that one of Imayavamaiban's sane 
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ruled At TYvrnl \ and not at. Vanci., the compli- 
cation will he easily resolved. 

PatuTup-pattu affords some material that 
would help u.a in this diitetioru The Patigmn 
of aixth Palirritp'pattu 8 &yu that the lifted 
cMtle which Adu-totpftttn-Ceralfttnn recovered 
from Dei^daramyamj a place In Arya-NMi^ was 
amoved by hhti u> To^di Add he there distri- 
buted cows among Brahmins, to whom a village 
in Kuda-NSdu waa_also given. From this we 
may assume that Adn-ketljathi-fleitalatan was 
rilling in Tophi' This assumption nreeives 
support from the tract that ho is associated with 
Nhravii or Ifnngalore. 2 ! liave ]*ofore postulated, 
that Olvai- PesTuneOra] I iiitriijorai of Kwruvilr 
fame was sent by Falyadfli SelkolU-IvUltilViUi 
as the ftrat viceroy of the northern pa Inti unite 
and that lie was succeeded probably by Atiiuvun- 
OErnl as ruler nt Tonili. Of these two OErns, 
little is known definitely. We do not know how 
long they reigned. In dealing with Antuvan- 
Ceral Tnamporai. T have suggested that big 
reign witnessed on invasion by a Oflla who 
succeeded tn capturing FamalOr, and fhjit 
Antuvan-CBral died in the hattle of For, which 
was fought against the Cola. In the drenm- 
gtmcefl, a (strong man was norded in the 
northern province to succeed Arhl^n-CSra!) 
and I suggest that such a him was found In 
A d 1 1 -h o ! -p-ii i In - CE ml at a n. Even if He he held to 



2 Fnftt'rttp-pirttTt SO. 



of the; Sang am peeiod at 

be thfi brother of iNaimudie-Oei'al, 1 suggest that 
he was sent by his elder brother^ the reigning 
kiug dJ' the Gera kingdom* to rule over tlie 
Tiopiji proviuec, as perhaps, ^eivak-ka^iiBk^ 
VitLiyatau was loo young to succeed Ids father 
Antuvall-Coml as ruler in the critical and, 
troublous times lliai then existed. 

Tills is not a preposterous suggestion* Hui, 
was Ada-kotp^t.tue-CeralaliLu, really the bruiker 
of Wanmidic-Ceial? Are Cerdutan, the father 
of NtU'iilUflie- Coral and Kudukko-Kedum-tiera- 
latan, the father of A du -kotijadue-CevdataTi, 
identical '! I venture to hold that they are 
different, and that. while Gera! y rati, the father 
of 'Karmudit'€eral according to the pafogmn of 
IV Paliffu-p-jHittu, Ijeluuyod to the Vjulei line* 
Kudahko-NeduidrCeraliitan mentioned in pali- 
g&iti of V] P at i ?ni [)- putt u as tbe father of 
Adu-kotpattu belonged to the Tondi branch, In 
dealing with the bat tie of P5r, I made the 
Btigge&tion that dp Cora King, Kud&likG- 
Ucdum-Ciralataii who died in lhat battle was 
Antuvan-Cfral Irumporai; ami if dint, id*uti6 
cation bo accepted, it makes it rosy to hold 
that Idu-kotpattu C£ralafan*& father was other- 
wise known as Antirvan- Coral, that. Adn- 
kofpattu and Selva-K*v]Umko were consanfiiimed 
brothel's of whom the former was the rider* and 
he naturally succeeded Ajituvan-Ceral ;ia the 
ruler of the northern Palatinate. On this 
hjpoltlOflifl which does not seem to be violent, 
the following table of contemporaneous king? 
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in the two branches may he constructed tentn- 
lively. 



C&raa of Vafici. 


CfilSB. Of T-fflndL. 


t Perim-S*rrU8 Udiy&n- 
ClrailUlL 




£. I tti jijj- H.? gjsjiTj&n 

NEdam-CcTfilBtsii. 




3. Pfllyamj ^elkeiil 
Knttuvn-EL 


Kam^r £rtya Pmtm 
Cfenl Inuaporai, 


4 KAiauMLk-kti^ni 
NinftU^i&Cital- 


Ajatuvan Ctral ; A^u-Wt 
pa t tu> Ci mi el tatt . 


i 
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^■vak-karl □nltfi. vUiyfttaJl ; 
Fferamtsiral InimpofiE. 









CHAPTER IV. 



5 . L Kittpuuasi Kodat olios Mafi-kMoi-, 

For the remaining G5rue of whom vve read 
hr tiaugan] literature, we havti to depend 
mainly on Eho colophons appended to Puro 
MttiijT* lyrics; and our results can only be 
tentative, And flffit as regards, the main line, 
we see from the filth deend of Pat irrup^patt ti 
that &en-Knttuvajj bad a son Kuttuvan-Cfttud, 
who was delivered by Uhj former to Farsujsr, 
Pandit M* bCaghava Aiyangar makes u happy 
suggestion that tine probably means that the 
Mug entrusted Ms son for training- and literary 
culture to the great poet Accepting this 
suggestion, wo inay conclude that on the death 
of Son-.Kuttnvan t Kuttuvaji-GSral probably 
succeeded Min, We find among the Ceramana 
a king bearing the name Kuttuvan-Klidai ; and 
I have little doubt that ho it she same as 
Ku|tuvatt-Ceral. Kuttuvan-Kodai is eulogised 
in PitTam. 51 by a poet called Ktfn&itu ErLecaltlr 
Mfidalsn MaturaikkiEmaranar, This poet has 
also sung of Davantip-palfUditliciya Najam- 
Kif[i Sef-Cenni., 1 the C5la whom in the war of 
succession that followed die death of Karitala, 
we saw Sen-Kuttuvan helped to ascend the 
throne, This lenders it probable that Kuftuvan- 
KM&i was The next king in the main line after 

1 rwpdn, Gl. 
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Sen-Kuttuvan if A du - koipi tpu c -C®ra U t a n hud 
reigned at Vtdiri, preceding KuttuvaiL-E&Iii, 
Miituraik-tumarauar must have waited al teatd 
10 years after he had sung Pwrawi to sing 
Param &4; and this circmnstaneu Sends addi- 
tional strength to my suggestion that Ada- 
kotpattne-Ceraitilim belonged to the To^di line. 
Possibly Kodni’s reign was net eventful and 
hardly counted in the way of waramid<;cn<iuaat& 
However it he, it m clear from Param 51 that 
poets had e*sy ucwsa to hi a present# and that- 
they were lavishly rewarded* This is not to be 
wondered at in a pupil of ike great Paranar. 
It is my belief that Kuttnvan-CJeral fliids 
Xudai is identical with K^f^mbalattut-tiinria 
Mak-Kedai* a royal jieet f who like Hrothgar in 
Bcovoilf, ( tin? ha if ’a sweet note awoke, an d a 
song entooed both sooth and sad.’ Wc have 
already inferred to lii& poeni. AyaM 1-68, when 
dealing with Ferum-S&pru Udiyaii'CfraljtaL, 
I give below nn English adaptation of a pathetic 
lyrte, = he has sung on the demise of his queon, 
"WEi*t (ihflimt hatfc Tife hentt-forth for me 1 K> 

The king in hin h^rpa’^ement fried. 

JJ My Qupen h how fiih.>H! ahd tutrt WAS shf-t 
The mnneenC of soul hath dLrd. 

My s^t-lhaf totra^ Isjiom ns> hound. 

AIhs' litre to the I’Dimn'Tn dead 
I bore luer to the. huraiiiff ffiuand 
Where nought buE Kpiity cud ua spread. 

A boon iif fuel (here arraj'ied. 

Stood ^moidi 'riaft her remains to claim: 
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With CttSfil hfliids my qilM*i T laid 
T/Jiun her caocK ot rising Hame. 
frfy fjtlfliJTi liJifH left tnft. Tjjjifi the R0.a 
Tho '?h (Iren r:Ti(j BUEwnjr is my urivi,. 

R has ntn atrenfilh, alwl to me 
From lietecJ life to bririK Mliei, 

Would UitM RTim death, bad come- kj met 
Tic fairest qUMn on earth in derni ! 

The mirvstsy of w lift was she!: 

And I surrive when she hath fledl 1,1 

S, 2 , 1 laiM-KuttmwK 

Aijanti unfit mentions as, the author of 
Agam 153 one Oorainan I]fUn-KiiftaTatt, This? 
I]aTn-Kiift-tivan or Kuttinran the younger ia, 
perhaps, the son of KuttuVKii-Cfmlj Else sem of 
Seti-Kuttiivaii. Kdttu™ in the naino of the 
ting ; and the descriptive word T\&m is 
prrfiypd to it to rtitftingiiiKh him from, perhaps, 
^eri’Kuttiivan. flu* great TCnt-t'Uvan, Fhswpf 
that, ho wiia n Cirrirrmu or reigning Cotsl, 
nothing further in known about him. The 
following is an English translation of Agam lffi 
attributed to this OSramSn — 

My heart with. prLfif and pain intense ss flltud I 
E'en when with sweet-voLoed playmate eh? 

mwasied 

The ihlning hal! r tired ant alie urfA to feell 
And now, rajoTfd l»y one hanl-hearted, she 
Htlh sudden yeilded. ■Ut his ’frar:n embrace, 

And w+th him left at nijflit, deserting 113 1 
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Haw cftll Jk: r ti.-Tirtir-M ft" fit trjiTHirsf: the. dry 
Ar.d trarklRRS desert, wbMtf ironi bulnboijs tall, 
Thai in the wind ne^msl QtW mb, 

Burst temping ilannis, end Ed the nnmnlain dupe 
Convey bet, where Mill ft"tnw?u trees;, wbteh reaeb 
The BtaL'-bpspasierlec oky, kh-Ddk by the wind, 

Slied ftnwrrg honcy^flUed, like flnmWaiix flung, 
Which am toe hot to hold, by hands away! 

S. 3. P d I lIi pikli?} v-F en 1 "m -K 

Perhaps next in order in the main line 
came PaEaipatfiya- Peitiui - Kmininko , As it 
is, P a 1 a i pa d iy a - Pe nun -K a dtuhkfi atfltKls un- 
related to any cue. Wo can see from his 
FaSa tic kali that ho was a friend of the 
Pnridyn, fttid the Piindyn Kingdom > _ as well- 
Imown to hint 1 *; rmd vr* k or frortt Puram 11, 
perhaps tlie only poem sung about him, that hr: 
was the ruler of V «ifio:i „ and wan n liberal patron 
of hards and minstrels, T give hers an 
rendering of the po^m, the author of whieh is a 
lady named Poy-maka] T|fl-V^yim. 

Tl\s valiant km* rwuwmri ia sot,*, Trha rqlci 
O'er far-famed YsEel, rising ta the £k:ra, 

When . 1 bashfi]] maids wit "11 roundrd anna that shine 
With Flstcnilli? tisir and ducked with jewels bright, 
T* imaj y?s of Hitud mslcc offernrun 
Or flowers gntlicrvtj from o'evtanpinj lioaijgha, 
Before they plunge Into tbs watent t*nl 
Of Pnmnai, be t&iwnfh The forlK* brtAe 
Of v&lftPOUB fofis 6 iad made them twm and fict 1 



2a PM, 34; 29 wd 30. 
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Willi, jewels rare of bnrnittad g/ilr] iwineriBe 

Did he reward her wild his pHHittte shqj ! 

And Oil, ilia. ',>r i l- j bi;r soLp acraiELpamed 

Bestowed ta lotto dow ' r? of flarairi^ gold 

With thcftnds of ahiiiisfur silver clwelj- 
la The scheme of succession that has been so far 
constructed from material supplied by ancient 
Tamil literature, there appeals to lie no 
room for introducing another reigning prince 
between Udiyan Ct-rakHnn anJ 1 1 am KuttuTan. 
Pfilaipa^iya-Perum-KA^umk^ is not art imagi- 
nary figure;. but he was undoubtedly one of the 
ancient C%a Kings who reigned in Vanc-j- 
on-tbe-Porunai . I had once suggested that 
ho was interior in data to Sen-Kiiftuvau; 
but on further consideration, T have come 
to entertain the belief tlxat he was posterior 
to Sen -KuttuYim. Be must he sojnewliat 
anterior to Nallantuvaliai-, the redactor of 
Kulit-tuk&i. NalluntuvanST has been sung 
about by Marudan Da-Nakartu]'^ who was a 
contemporary of the Pflndya, TTiivanfitrsip- 
pftj]it-tu£ciya Narniftran* of whom another 
coEtampora ry wn a Naklirar;* and NiikEiimr, as 
We shall see presently, lias sung of n succeeding 
generation of Kings. I, 1 he ref ore, propose 
to place Ftilafpadii'tt-PeTum-KaduTnkA aflor 
Tlam-KutttiTan . It is obvious that Palni- 
padiya Cera cannot be placed Inter, as it was at 
the instance of the Ppndyn King Tfgi’np-pc , ns- 
valiitit that Ratit-taka i was redacted. 

S iljnom, 59 . 

4 / l r±nrm, 55 . 

5 H, 
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About the kindly exploits of Piilnipa^iyn. 
PeTiini-Kadumko, wo have no record; but 
as I have shown elsewhere lit huS left an 
imperishable name as a Tamil poet His 
poems, ah of which relate to in 

Aifap-porul, reveal the highest spirit of 
chivalry. In Naffhai 9, he nays that the 
gaining of the lady tliai one loves is like meeting 
Eh e gini one seeke,. Ti» A gam 185* lie says that 
the man who leaves hi s love must be one with a 
beaut of hard iron* It is pleasing to note 
in his poems the loyalty and tenderness of the 
wife f and the fidelity of the lady's companion. 
In Agam 2(17* where the lady's mn.id tiles 
hi co in fort the lady, whose husband has 1 eft 
ir quest of riches* the wiTo declares that 
if a husband leaves his spoiuse f it i& dim 
entirely to the inability of the latter to 
detain flint with her. Tie frankly dmnnmcps 
the unsympathetic minister who misleads the 
ting into floods tif injustice and oppression; 0 It; 
is clear fitun Tfarrinar that the lighting of 
lamps on TCurtigai day was common even in 
those days, as he likens a tree in blossom 1o the 
appearance of n town illuminated or Tins- 
kartigui <lny. In PA list / he lotfTfl to the 
reaction of elephants to music, which has the 
power of southing them. Toddy was a favourite 
drink hi his day, 5 and people believed in 



ft PnJiti, 7 and 9. 

7 Sat. 202 . 

8 FdW. 3., 
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ome>v*- 3 Women wore nlong with their tSti 
a gold jewel fashioned like or encasing 
the teeth of leopards. 10 

I havo elstwliere given Jiiiigliidi I'eudui-nigH 
ot several lyrics by this Cura, f tom liis PtiUaik- 
kiili and JfrviD Kuttudokair 1 -'' Uni: is a matte r of 
Palai-lijjai, Thy appropriate motif of Pa la l 
isjnaloiy poetiy ia aeparation T and it describes 
llie sheet on liie wife when her husband 
'proposes to go to distant lands across an 
inhiiveniJig desert in quest of wealth. As an 
Blostxation of the royal poet's art, imageay 
and poetic imagination, 1 ehiilL yivy here an 
English echo of the opening lines of ijin Pdlaih- 
kaii and of n ahoii poem by him included in 
Kuraniokm. 

At blitzed du WL'alh HtvJ... when l* siivt 
Ayan «nd otlu'r pock vrhrj sr-uykt his aid. 

He amolr lha dwadad, troablcma Rahhasas, 

Ar.rj ititlr 4 t*Hx>lc fwtirw laid 

In utier ruin, nr : iji Like foswurts bisms 
TSae m n r who» hfiftt inlenst bHft(g on tie hicka 
And birri-LjotT th&jn vuln wreckage bfocka ih-n wr$ 
in that- vaai deuert!’ 

— rafoi, l. 

Ortai is raj spouse's lore for me 
Uia early cooil-n I foresee ! 

Where he ban stjur, be ckr will 
Bull ctephimt with peliKitry 
Break hrmeliefl frtJn the- Arti f.rc’- 

•& Pdla*. 10. 

10 Aawu 7, 

U JI-3., XI, Part 2; QJ.MJ3,, XXIB, No. 3. 
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Aid give them tu its Laatiaaed nmt^ 

It tiii)' i’j Linger stiUiiiltJ 

Tltat d£bl will bp™d inn* ol Lo imd 

— ST. 

ti. 4. Ma-Vey M* 

.Neatl, perhaps, ttuna CeramOn Ma-Ve^k#, 
of whom there is mention made in the colophon 
to J^rom 307, We nmy gather from it that lie 
was Eli Lrieud of Ufirup-pemvahiti, the I J dudyii, 
and ^aauyiuiivetta Penjimr-kiHi, the Cujlss, 
whom 1 regard a& tlw* m^lez if^, ay N t^jluiitiidik- 
ki]]i mentioned in as tlic Victor 

ot Kdny»f^ Li No other information is avail- 
able about him. 

We have no means of knowing who 
succeeded thin Cera at Vanci;, but I hazard, the 
£UC$& that, perhaps, it was CGraui/iJi VailcHij 
whose capital ia described as the unapproach- 
able ancient, city of renown, P ura m 3y§. We 
see from A gam 149, that a Faniya, probably 
Ugrap-PemvajutFs successor, sacked Mufliri, 
the port, of Vaflei and Furam 373 records 
that V&fiti itself was invested and captured by 
Ki|li-vaJa,ran r From PmfUm -3d. in which 
AlrtUur Kiiar tries to dissuade him from hie 
march on Vanci, we gather that the Cera ruling 
then at Vanci was effiuninate and afraid to take 
the field against. the advancing Cola. HnwovoT, 
the Cdjo ndTaor-pd nnd Vafiri-mfltflr fell, an 



12 Zfrtni, XIX. L 126. 
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event over which even a poc-ttsa of Kifti- 
vafa van's court, MaroJc-kattu Nappasahiiyni, 
oxprewfis grief in Papm 37 L ( Xha full o£ 
Vand. wag obviomijy an event o t great moment, 
and was unexpected j and in Furaw 39, lire 
eaine lady, addi'essing the Cuju exclaims: *In 
w'hat strains slml] I praise thy great might 
and glory when thou hast brought down the. 
renowned Cera, whose ancestor had set the 
imprint of hia how on the Jong, golden peaked 
rcjigo ai' the Himalaya and whose impregnable 
capital city of Valid lias fallen before thy 
advance l 11 Ki[fi-Ya]avaii is said to have in- 
vaded Kiidal algo, 14 and he is referred to as the 
OOla of that name who died at KulaJttunain. 
Hr. Pope thinks, and perhaps he is correct, 
that Knlsmntrrftni and Kurfippalli arc the Bame r 



1$ liJ.TV.tlW Ql SiLTBfii I 

□i nr..p ^ m.- 1 a rftj t li G'jj.t he - ijtb QgQiQ-ariL 

uf-iaUivt) ^EUiJi t&fl> Oij ,T,f? 

i . i.i mt afivi' caifspor-tiT j?e<y5/:,u 

iiTi—T SD.TlL© £*> 

S.t.tfp <;<r,wr urQizM.-tQet, Punim, 30 , 

14 Affaf h 34 tf. 
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& 1 , Yauaik-kat-SSy Mtltitfiram-CSraL 

Wc may now (uji jI to the northern line. In 
that, biiuidh, the outstanding llgure is Y Vm^iW * 
kul^ey MdntaimnCerai Irumpofai, whom 1 
would pln4tnj aomo nine after IJam-Coral Imm- 
pojai; for before MantaraiEHCGral we must 
plueo AtflJl-A villi, of whom Qrampokiynt baa 
in Ai^itrunurii, y ^augam collection 
which wu* redacted at the instance of YdiiaUi- 
kM-$<“y Mantaiam-C'fi«t 1 hi o tiling it known of 
this prince ^ but we may bo safe in regarding him 
os the immediate predcoHgor of Yanaik-knt-S&y* 
Yunaik-kat'Sey Mill tsi-ani- Ce i ui J u wrongly 
asserted by hii. Kjunakasabhai, in bis ‘Tiitoiite 
]S00 Feed’s siyo f to be the. son of Sen-Kuftuvaii;; 
and lliiw incorrect BtBteimftut has mrfortwji&tely 
boon repeated by Di\ S. Krisknaswami 
Aiyangar «ud others, and lias found its way 
into a recent text-book of Indian History, 1 He 
is an outstanding figure among the later Caras 
of the Sangart] period ; and w t g find ap many as 
six pnem& relating to him in Purandntmt. We 
CM see from the poems that he wap a wise ruler, 
beloved of his subjects who enjoyed peace and 
pn>ppenty f and protection from external 

1 V*d* A ait. 1-10. 

® fV Biy article ™ IA T?tr. frrrf Grenf Cera of fAs 
jfVnoiJ h 1 In Dr S, K. Aiyauijitt' Conunn Vfltamc, 
pp. 217-21. 

3 BaTierji J s Junior JHctarp of Indio, p. 94 
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enemies, Tie was oJeo a gr^at. warrior. auj in 
his early wars he seeing to hove had uniform 
success; but iv e have no details of thost; wars. 

Puram 2h gives ut$ a vivid description of 
this htug ; and I give below an English 
rendering of it. as it shown how highly he was 
loved and adored, 

T3hj deep nujy be aounife J , and Hie width 
Of the esfth, the uLt'-pppradin,^ apace 
And site tlie ahaf™!!^, w'cuhBn^mjj aky, 
lldy :i!l Im' TiisnsiiT'-ii; but, Q ttlighly KiUf ! 

Tby windum, lave anti [eenjutreiibF’ 

Defy all mraminel Tsicisv Vila in Hio sJiarl* 

Of t]iy pnteetion lira tasow hut the lout 
Of kilvbeu ft™- utid of the glnwini sunt 
They only know the rainbow in. 1 he sky 
But ant flin bow of sluugbte-r ! Kor do tl^y 
Another weapon knciv,' picepi the plnoR-M 
Ill fcjtrici'jfl Kittpl Thy valiant f «ia thiuj 1 iat 
With niuhLy itrmtM vanquished,. arid ll-oit luuda 
Tliair fruit-? for thy enjoy went yield I Thy earth 
Bat pregnant Lsdioa aul tu ratiafy 
TliOir craving. and ia nm/or bandied hy fotS-!* 

In tby won awarded forta thy fttT(m rfht; 

Ami iu thy w?ep! tv I'iyhtreusncsR rnsirt-rs! 

What i! hnuifh now birds ntay omdo nr old bmk ImyC, 
What-^ar betide thotl dost Uiy kifivdcin ^tiard 
And pvaec onsuifc, And ho with anxious hope 
Tho world doth pmv m hotm should thee befall. 

Tit Purtittt fivt wo vend that lie won a 
victory at Ytfnnkit, though it docs not appear 
over whom. TTe had alko his revonwe r Among 
hi!; wars waft op ft ho waged with Talftialain- 
kanathic-Oeruvcrirfl Nodum ^e fiyan, one of I he 
gTR&tost kinps of the FHridya dynasty: and in 
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that wbi' p vre Item fi’orn Piirnwt 17 that he wiia 
made a captive by the Pandya. ^Ve read that hia 
prtvifj.ua successes in war had been so constant 
that thib reverse filled all with Hilrprise. 
However, by his awn, strategy and valom he 
escaped, and the incident is immortalised in 
gong in Puram 17, by KutumkoliyGr Kdar. 
I give its translation below, as it supplies a 
good and interesting portraiture of the early 
CSras, an also of Yuimik-kat,. &Ey. 

Scion of the roy^L honae wheas kriga have riifad 
Aa undisputed rfiitnarofi o'er the land 
TVliseh from Kumari on the south extends- 
To tliC high mountain on the. liorlln , and liea 
Between the eastern and tlie western saa! 

Thy sLrtt their W&l seepire evfin h^ltl 
O r er all their auh^ecti? whmwo-c’ur tli€}- Liv<?d r 
In Li)] or mountain, Forest or in tswn ; 
PfOtwIine them mill etjUftl justice, they 
(Ihjiatisfd all WT^nc: and, aa (.heir due, received 
The share of yield Tram lard by law tllowed. 

0 fondi's lord I Thy land tit muoirtain fetlcS 
Protects. its sssiuTy beach like mctoii-1 chines; 
Then 1 flourish stately palma which gtor.Jiiffli crew, 
Lidni with tnsriftn* df swart moimuts, 

There spread extensive fioidfl : and Ln tlic- pffndl 
Of water rlear liright Bimini; IrtittH. hliKiimi! 

T-: \ti 413 a Htmug T*nd rt^tcly elephant 

of thr t reach "iwa pit wIkjso mouth 
Is riiTiiiinftly o'crlcid impetuous 
UnH 3 Ei rashes, aud with tuskfc, fufl-pwn 
And muni'roaiB^ pon?" the *ldta sod All* it up 
WUh earth it has dup up r nml (rettSnpr out. 

O-dcji taefe and joi™ the herd in its old hawnt, 

&o thou, th* rioter in thy war*, whose foes 
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Bereft a-f their ponwtats bow in fee 
To thy friendship or Ftfltrt iriJlLty, 

Urged by thy eMJt*#* irresiaEibte, 

TT nnin dfal of thy t<Ks k didst rush to lyar* 

Abdl when, ID lEie hewiUnrmflMt of nil 
Tby kith and kin, thou wurt a (Mptiira made. 

By thy unaided strength and *tT*tftjrea 
Them didit redeem tby lapse and didst esoop* 

And to thy reaim alld pn-lmives return. 

O kins (if Ku^anildi I CoirftC to praiae 
Thy vaJosir jUld my fame. Unlimited 
Ls thy launifireucel Thy warriors ’ sliieldh 
For rhin-olGuds are mistook ! Tjaypn swarms of bees 
Sattie oft thy war^IopiLCintA. which they 
Mistokc fat mountaina hllgtl Thy battle boata. 
The terror of thy fliiiTnies, arc VMt 
As the irrflSt xa to Which thn clouds j&kt% 

Fur then? supply at water 1 And tho wJUfld 
Of thy mir-clnznjs renirtifcle so l.ho roar 
Of thunder that dJtefid hndkea and v^ujousus. 
Trembling with fright, h*ftft dovm their hooded 

lic-jdfl L 

It must be noted that the battle referred 
to sn this poem cannot be tho well-known 
hattle of TalhiUkmkaiiaih, which tho ruTL^ya. 
JTe^nm-Seliysua, won against tho confederate 
army of the Cora, the Cftlfl and the five VElir 
(shiefs; for we leam from Puram* and A flam" 
feat in that battle the Oftrn, the Cola and the 
eMefa that were their allies were slain by the 
Faririvfin herOr TVe read also Hint in a battle 

* Purom, 76 anil 17 . 

& Apart, 36 . 
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between Rajasuyain-vctLi Perrm^f-K'ijji and 
Yunailok&t-Siiiy, ilie latter met witEi defeats 
His internal administration appears to 
have been a blessing to Lis subjects. Poruntil 
Ilam Klmnfil, who is one of tie poets that Lave 
sung: about him, says it requires a bard of the 
fmunenee o£ Ka pilar to sing th* praises of 
this king, 1 Another poet extola him for Ilia 
just rule under which his subjects enjoyed the 
bene 111 a of peace, 'knowing no bow except the 
rainbow, and no weapon except the plough \ H 
and praises the Cl-itl kingdom ns a heaven on 
earth, 11 He was also a treat patron of lea ruing? 
and it was at bis inslrinoe that 
■wns collected, Pin ra-niinu-ru has a touching 
lament on Ills death which one of his bards, 
KudaLur-XiJux liad dreaded ivonld happen aa 
he had witnessed the falling of u meteor at 
midnight, when the planets and stars were in a 
particular conjunction, 111 Unfortunately the 
astronomical details cannot 3 trip us to discover 
the date of his demise, T am tempted to 
eugge&t that he is, perhaps, the hero of the 
missing 10th Patirrup-pattnL 

3 3. KSJc-Kwia ?" -il f a-rh n n-. 

The next, in that line will be KOk-kOdai- 
Markin. P&igaiyar, his court poet, tells tia 

0 Pur am, 125 

7 Ibid., 53 , 
a Tbid., 20. 
fi IW r 2 E. 

10 Ibid. r 239 . 
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Urn! lie ruled at Tondi, and that his country 
wua tilt! seaboard region j lJ and though it was 
Neytal land, it ainu abounded m Kurinri and 
i IttnUam land or rich toicsis and paddy ttelds. 
The pout hakklrji tells us 1 ” of an invasion of 
Kudai oi- Madura by KjjiivaJ avail who slew 
Palaiyan'Majan in that campaign, to the great 
joy of Kddai-M&rtaa. Poshly Palaiyan- 
Muren, who we saw had been defeated in battle 
by JLliuu-Ceral Inimpurng began in give 
trouble to the Cera, whose power after the 
defeat of lanaik-kapSey ManUrona-Cexal by 
the Co|u and the Paudyu. luLd begun to wane; 
and hence Kdd&i-Marban was. rejoiced to see 
this troublesome chief def'cErted and killed by the 
Cola. No dotoiLa relating to this Cera ore 
available. 

He apparently took his nnme Kothi- 
Maiban from bis great aitcetitor Peitrca- Ceral 
Irnniporai. 55 

3. ITauftiAkaf InimporaK 

The next m order in that- branch is 
]£anaikk£U Irwnporai. Poigaiyftr was his court 
poet. Mnvan, a chief who had incurred this 
OStr '& displeasure, was punished by having his 
teeth pulled out and fixed on the gate at Tonili 
as truing, 11 KajjaLkkSl Irumpomii does not 

11 Pit^, 4£ 43. 

12 &«! AffttK, ^Gci. 

m Cf- P&h'rmp.paHc, 73, 1 7. 

14 .YarrifUi, IS. 
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stand atone in LufLicttng tJiis mode of punish 
JUent; for wo read of other eituilar instances, 16 
We do uoL know anything about liis reigu j but 
wo have dtUmtc mfoirnation ahem hi$ end, 
which waa. very heroic. We gather from 
that Kaigdiyan, a feudatory and general 
of the CGru, along with other feudatory chief k 
owing allegiance to the CSta, met in liuttlu 
hduiyaiJ* the Cola general* who lost his life in 
Lht; engagement. This infuriated &en-j^iiiiln, 
lhe Ug]a King, who man-bed agam>,t Kandyan, 
kiUed Min in battle and captured Kulumalam, a 
city of the Cei'a- JT lihpalkkuL Immporaii, the 
C$m Kmt r j could not stand this, and naturally 
went to war with Ko-Saa-Kagiim At. the 
tattLe of Per, he was defeated and taken 
prisoner by Ko-j5cn-K.inau f and confined, at 

Kudavflyil-KGtftfinr 141 It was un that occasion 

ihat Foigaiyar sing Kalavati-tftifpatii, in 
praise of Sen-Kapaii, ;md won the release of 
ids patron* KapaikkGl Iramporaj, ]n the mean- 
time, Kagaikkat feeling thirsty, asked for water 
which was nni readily applied; and he was 
so much stung by the insult that he preferred 
to die, rather t-ksn accept the water that the 
warden were so tardy in supplying. Before 
the order for release could be carried out, the 
proud find heroic CSra had breathed his last;: 

15 Vide Affam, 311. 

16 dpnttt, '14. 

17 itft™, SjU 

1S FirKi^j "4 
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bait ho left n short poem, full of true epic 
grandeur, explaining die eir^uttisi Unices Of Lue 
death i give below a translation of Kunaikkai 
Irumporai 's swan-sang. 

La! Tsana bom hut. ns a lifeless child 
Or C'-CU EE J 3 ^LEPClL£E [OlCiS GC flesh, 

Amongst ibe ijugly eTijj&g witll sword is clove I 
Rut JUtantr e tiD LLlul LLuse am L, m nrin «H 
Lite a chamodi dog, condemned tu Jivo in sbaimo! 
Oati lie be king-bora wluj with Jsis mn nmUlb r 
Too neat his body's craving io neaist, 

ISeipi for a cup os' ualw from fits foe? 

"Tia better ffir lo die than thus ia live ! 11 

We have now dwelt with all the Cora Kings 
mentioned in Patifrufi-pnHti and Pura-adnurii. 
From the foregoing account^ we arc in a position 
to continue the lino of Buoceaskiu in the two 
branches, from Where we have left before. 

Vo-fitt Branch. 

l. Kuttuvan-Cfcal or En^uTau-EAdiu. 

3- I?.: r.-LjjLim l|unirKu.tiUvan. 
i Pilwpadjya Perum-Katjumfefi, 

■1, MS-VtJjko. 

Sj CoramAri Vajican- 

Tqa& ffruneft, 

1. Atan-Arani. 

% MAritaram^CirBl. 

i. Kc-k^da: Marinin, 

4. KanmltMl-Irumporii 

Though mfi ha^o no moans of knowing the 
wtfict rclMionikhtp in which each ancoeeding 

1& J^frent. Them ia a dee play m Tamil, bearing the 
Idtlft Iftfun FijLtj/ijfTt, written by Tire Site Pandit V. Q. 
flniyBiiawysila ftsEtri., based On this ineidml. 
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i-nl.Hr in the above aueecEBioiL list stood lo iik 
predecessor, 1 think wc may safely suppose 
the correctness ui th^ above order oil SUCettssiOB 
in either branch. Kutpivan-KhtLii or Mik- 
Koddi may be regarded as contemporiinceiLS 
H'i t±L Ferum-CSral Jj uiiipoi-ai and to their 
period may perhaps be assigned Kfiriyafpit- 
tuneiya >3^ n (um-KjJji besides possibly Cola 
Naltun Ki|]i ^et-tenni. Mfi-VenitO and Yanaik- 
kat-Wey were both contemporaries of thy CoU 
ilaja&a vam vetia Pteniflap-KiJJij and Ko-KMui 
Alar Iran was (.-oncemporananns with Ki|Ji- 
.Vidavun, whom I regard as the same 
as fire Gdja of that name who died at 
Klijarmirrom. 2 * Lastly K^ptiikkal Irumporai 
and Cfllan Wen Kenan wore o&nUunporariea. 
Tims the &angam works enable us to gain 
a connected account of the OCras for about 
twelve generations from U diyan-CeraJ in 
Kaynikkai i nun pom; and during all this 
period the Cera dynasty had continuous social 
or politics] relation, the latter sometime 
friendly and sometimes hostile, with the Coin 
line of kings from Tittan’s son, PtirvaikkO 
Pen mar- Kill! to Sea-Kan&Ji, The fetatenient 
found in some books that the Cera ascaadency 
passed away in the course of one generation is 
wrong.** 



50 Pimm , 373. 

51 Kg. Dr S. KrjKta4Sivaml Afringu'i 
tf Swth Indian tfiitwj, p. 131. 
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S- 4. Rule of Succession, 

Iti our account of tbe suceesaioit, tbs njlo 
of lineal descent from father to son has I seen 
followed, Il^oeiitSy it bus b£eo sought to make 
out that, tlia rule of succession followed among 
Wae &Angam Coras wa4 doUatettat, not from 
father to son> bat from uncle to nephew, This 
i# a g-itunitoys attempt suggested* perhaps, 
by the prevalence of MaflUttakkattAyam auc- 
cession in modern Malabar. When and ill 
\vlj;it dreurn&tances Marumakkattayani law of 
inheritance came to be followed in Malabar* 
need not now he investigated; hut it is 
quite certain that succession among §angnm 
Corns was not regulated by MarmnakkattAyam 
law. Mr. M. Srinivasa Aiyangsr in lii.y 
Tamil Studies** cavalierly assumed that the 
Saugom C5ias were succeeded by their nepbewa 
Or eister’s sonaj but the assumption fell flat on 
the Tamil world. Quite iwent.Iy, howe-vor, 
Miv SomiKundnra UhaTati of tbe Anna mala i 
University hop revived the £tory. 21 It seems to 
me libit be lias proceeded on a misunderstand- 
itijp- of the relevant texts in Pffb'rrHp-pnfttt. 
The portions hearing on the question appear in 
the patigams, and they are extracted below: — 

Ij. E. QlUWS 

GffiJirftuST Q iUfiflf ££ n-^-nr.V^afl ifisatp teflii 

■ ■■ m.m ■ ill 

@BJ!4xljraLJt£Lf Otlf^^Eii (TO n - ^ iiV 

Pntirrup-pntfu, IT Pflfifliutt, 

22 3m p 105 IF. 

23 Sec jffri i Tamil, V-nl. X3TVIT, 
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Qui-wuum 

tj'jput.s'T (}p>& u?air p *Li atif 

■ ■ ■ + ■ H r r i 

«nri'»fiui ajoCfMsP jflj 

Pftti'rpup-pflJiu., IV Piftigawt. 

-r rf 7 ^Lt »jr ifiD^iii'jrwri an ui' /i ll 3 bi 



. . . ... 0 .r«/ < £}i_'£a , 'A? 

PfliirrUp.p(jJ(K F V Paiiff&nt. 

4- Qk i'pri-} & tr »ri p(Vf2ai *t 

or (Tj 3 ii>?* nc.r cf GpciJ tcssj? 

hii iir l 1 j 

Pflf2fT J l(|i-|Hj-/Jn j VI Pllf ftTJJH, 
■5, Jftigsajpt ■njT.fjjfi » ,4 

iJw’ ^5iri-."w Ouf£L^u«> - S Uf^/v'xp sir Aiidisr 

l'7r,T ■■:.7i'.r J. ,l,i : _: it. tml ij^d.T 4A1I 

Pft(jrrtCJ)^XtMiE, VTT Prlll'Tj.'ltTi., 

JJanTTff^iGiiUr-f m 1 Kikp m&esr 

HP! ■*! 

iSu^jj^SdF 1 jr*p> 

Fdtirrvp-pattu, Yin PaN^ct-itt. 

7, 5ni£ j£ iptf jjpr 

Gfiii rnl Ltfl-fF JU "i gfrwtli*, 

(S0U ^u.fFn^E 

P^rfiip-poi#^, IK Fatigan. 

In the first extract "\ f Ari m^riiuLliiii is composed 

of V& ItJ^l M&l (***&) and Mni 

AfoJ i Uir " r ) means Magtd (»■»)* dsud^bter. &g 
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Man t“»W) means Mapan (<***i) a0 n. So the 
passage literally means ^ Imayavaramban 
Ne^um-Cfirnlfltan, the son bom to Cdiyau- 
Ceral by NaHini, the daughter of VeJiyan. Yel, 
or Yejiyan, the Vejir chief. The translation of 
the second extract. is : Nfirmu<JiG-Cetn] K the 
son Emm to Cera] atan by Vej-Avikkumiirt 
Padutnaji-Devi, thai is, Padumnn-Devi, the 
daughter of \C]-Avikk5Qiaii. It was not 
unusual, and even today in the Tamil count ly 
it is usual, to place hefore the name of the 
daughter ft surname denoting her father. Tn 
tile pmrdiug extract wo have Yelfyan Ye|-miil 
Kail in i. A classical f sample of this usage is 
supplied by the name of the authoress of 
Pwr<w * EW, 64 and So. Pennnkob iNayfcnti 
Magal-Nakkjuiuaiyar. 251 J?Et'i docs not wean 
here wife as it has hnen mistakenly construed; 
nor does tf mean rfa-ur/Mer, as 11 on tended hv 
others. It is really a part of the name of the 
lady. Tin? text in tile third extract is 
apparently faulty as thrre is no Indy mentioned 
ill it, unless we take KranakhilU to denote a 
Lady's name!. Then Co Jan Maiiakkilli would 
menu MonakkiML whose father was the Cfllft- 
folappadhtfrnrrm, however, tells us that fren- 
huth i van's mother's name was Naroonai, and, I 
SUl Cf 'xiuiV titsii jut* ; Arjam, 3S1. 

*pwiri&irQfri3fljiS\usrg] Agoni, IGS ; 2E7: 

23!> a iui 2?K. 

® KtsurbHurr A^a-m, ISO. 

SiJTjipjiiS'oi Lfwwvrtrir Ag<m, l&h 

t?uuu>#pr O^iiSaii? 11. 
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would, therefore, ingert Nareflnai nftcr Mrti.iftk- 
tiJti to get the true reading. In the next 
extract DH‘i Js the name of (lie lady* her father 
being VGj-AvjkkOf riSn ; aiwl she bore a aon, 
'Ai}udcntpattq'<JerairlEaii to N e duru-C e m t titan , 
In (he dl'th extract Poraiyan Perum-Ilexi, the 
daughter of Orutantai boro Antuvan ft son,, 
^elvak-ka^tuikik Here Poraiytm Perum-Devi 
may either bo the name -of the lady o r, as ia 
probable, it may menu the ^Quecn of the 
Poraiyan 5 or Cera. In the nest extract* the 
name is the same na in the second extract and 
the same explanation as Hint gi^cn in that 
connection will apply. The Inst ext met says* 
Mai y Irk i I fill Ycnxna! Antuvan^ejlni Laic 

ILaui-Cer'il to KutJuvan-Immpoiuk It clear 
dial, the name of the lady is Antuvon Scllai, the 
daughter of Mai vur-K ilan-Y 7 t, (trading the 
rdevent port ions, therefore, enref Lilly, we see 
them is 110 warrant for saying that there is any 
trace in them to suggest that the succession was 
not linear, from father to son; hut was 
collateral, from mwfle to nephew. 

Tn Pfttirntp-p/ittv,-* Imnyavaratnlxm and 
Itam Ciiml Irumpofui arc nvged to rival the 
ancestors of their tblcq nnd it will he difficult to 
believe that the fttiwetoi's whom they were 
exhorted to rival were not (heir paternal fore- 
fathers;, Again ^elvakkadunkf} ] fl addressed ns 

?4 H aa-d 55. 

rtpKi iS^ar tyjtsiiat.f ^u/rea Jer jp. 
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jttBiQft.f tJjt illustrious boll of great 

iinec&toi-s and &enkutujvan in described as 

IV 7 Ml. I 4£^«T Li-lu uli.n jy l- iy. i-i till. I «dl<4l.r 

'ipr-nr i Dfo r * ‘ t I j<_: diiSuctldfliit id' (bo Cera who mi’ 
printed the mark of Ms bow an the .Himalayas', 
alluding to Imayavaramhan. ii will again 3 ki 
difllcull to say that tlie inferences in these 
instances are not to direct lineage and. ancestry. 
Thy advocate of Ma^umakkattSyam succession 
among iLe ^tinguiu Coras would have m believe 
ihyt Cera women belonged lo u mataurclifd 
family, bat they were freely married by Tejfi 
mid cajias, Who were not Mimmukkavaji 
people. The children Ijoin of these marriages 
had no right to their fathers estate* but 
perforce took their uncle's to the prejudice of 
their uncle’s sons, whose motlicrs might quite 
conceivably have been daughters of Ctfa* 
Pa inly a und Ye hr families. The Cora's &ohs 
would, as a result,, have Ho right hi their 
parental family; liur would they have any in 
the families from which their mothers came, 
unices those Fa mi ties also followed the 
Marwnafck&ttSyani system, And nobody will 
suggest (hot tlie succession among lbs Colas, 
Papdyas and \'i']ir wait from unde to nephew 
and not from lather to s>n. ;r 

2n> PattrrHj}*jnTttu, fi7 

20 jfeiar., xxv, ij i-& 

27 Sen ei1si> M. Hapknvft Afc/angarV Gfm'frddr 
S'Ml/L'G&fkhi. and V. "R ltd tnadiHbilra Uikfbftar’s; The 
tta ru . mnfcfawl WytfTrt and the &rtf[frr!ii TAU Z.1.1 
beipsiff, IX, 3 , FP. 2 dS ff 
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S, b. A slrange w'sw of Patirrup-pattfa 

Before wo conclude this account* which 
lists been constructed solely from the ^uEgiim 
classics, we may just fiance at a strange 
assertion about Palirrup-ptittn in "which a 
recent critic: bus indulged. lie says that all 
the deeatk ui Patirritp-poUa or al least a good 
portion of !t aliutiid be the work of a single 
author, and the redactor with no due about the 
authorship, might have ascribed the poems to 
different poets. Or the redactor had a Uiiinber 
of poems by various authors and he made a 
judicious selection and arranged them on a 
uniform plan. The marked difference in style, 
thought and literary execution that any one can 
Easily seo between one deead and ; mother rules 
out the probability and even the possibility of 
the whole of Pafn-rup-pottii being the work of 
a single poet- If, however, it was the work of a 
single author, how was it that hia very name 
had been forgotten 1- He could not have 
wantonly suppressed ih TVc nr e not told why 
a poet should have practised such a deliberate 
and calculated jiokc on the literary world, 
SutoIv his name nud eminence as a poet would 
not have suffered if he had owned them as his; 
on the other hand, the indisputable merit of the 
poems would have at once won for him an 
enviable position of pre-eminence among the 

28 Vide. The Cknffloifltfy p/ the Early Torn Us, by 
K, N, Shaiaji PlDli, p. 37. 
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ancient poets of the Tamil laud By the device 
that he line adopted., he has wilfully achieved 
obscurity; for even his very lUJiiiu ie unknown. 
And was there even an absence oi liadiUon 
about the authorship when the redaction wad 
made 2 Speculations Like this are unprofitable. 
Each -dseud has come to Hi as The work of & 
different poet' and tho poems contain internal 
evidence to show that all the daends cannot have 
had the same authorship. Each decad professes 
to he a coo temporary record of the achieve- 
ments of its hero; anil m akin g full allowance 
for The predilections of court poets, one can 
still accept them as cogent ootitemporary 
documetila, us Jhei^ is not sufficient reason for 
questioning their authenticity. 

S. & KeratStpatti. 

I should say a word about K^talot patti, 
which is ]-egurded as ihe ul-deai account in 
Malay Mam relating to Kerala history. It, 
however, seems to me 1 hat to glean history from 
this work is as hopeless as to seek for a needle 
in a haystack- Some one lias not inappro- 
priately, though with unnecessary severity of 
language, described it as a farrago of legendary 
nonsense. It is a work of about the 1-Sth 
century; and it professes to (ell us the story of 
Kerala from the time when at .Parasiirhifiu 'a 
command the country arose- from out the azure 
main. The Boating traditions on which the 
narrative was sought, to be built were irtibappi'y 
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for ton hazy to present. any picture in perspec- 
tive; ulnl (Jills evv& as* a Bourws-ljook of fearty 
Kerala history il ivtuiiut unfortunately be of 
any ital LL&e, It tolls us That alter a period of 
indigenous kings-, who v,ere generally iiiconj- 
petent, the people selected kings from the 
neighbouring (.-omUiics: and brought (hem to 
Kerala, on the understanding that each was to 
rule for twelve years I These foreign rulers 
who were brought into the country were known 
as PerumMs; mid the earliest of them is said to 
lie one Keya l-fomuia], who made Ailur or 
Kodungallur his enpiluL A suggestion has 
been made (hut this Pemma] is Pei'um-Sfirrn 
Udiyan-OSnilatauf but 1 see absolutely no 
warrant for this, ft is said that after Mm 
were brought in auuce&skm into Kei'ab, Co|a- 
pertunah Paiiil.i-perumii!, Coliyii or Kerala- 
fremmaj, Tajubham-penimal, Indi'a-peiumlh 
Arya-perumiJ and others! It is obvious that 
the author had heard of invasions of Kerala by 
pc rue Pundya „ Oo]n E uid ether neighbouring 
king's or ehiofsj whit probably retired to tlicir 
territory after their raid; and from that he 
wore this fanciful list of Pern mil Is. brought by 
the people into Kora] a tc mle over the country! 
Even upon a most sympathetic coils Lderfltiop of 
the legendary mess presented in the pages of 
Kei alotpotti, all that has been claimed for the 
work is that it may supply material & ‘to till up 
Eomc parts of the wide gap in (be history of the 
country from the fourth to the ninth Eenlu'fy 




OF THE &4-NOA34 PEREOU 

A*C. m The epoch wc Lave been studying is, aa 
will be shown later on, anterior to this period j 
tnd KlralfApatti cannot, therefoTe, be of any 
use for our purpose, even supposing it were 
possible to make it serve the purposes of 
history. 



E& 3. R, V. li'JsftiTv] j Fnwkatfl, 2, 




CHAPTER, VI, 

S. 1, 

Araonp the problems of ancient Cera 
history, nothing is oF' greater interest or 
importance (ban flic identification of Yafici, 
the capital of tile ancient Cera Kingdom. 

Puram 1 3 conveys the information that a 
Cera Idling said to Ik lYilaipmtiya Ferum 
Kadunko, was ruling in Ytmci, where the cool 
waters of the Pniimai flow; and the scholiast, 
of whom unfortunately nothing in known, 
explains Vnrici m Karavilr, and Pomnni as 
Anpoiamlam. This has recently given occasion, 
for learned disquisitions by some Tamil 
scholars, 1 who have tried, to establish that 
Yaiici is Kaffir in the Tricbinopoly District 
That Ynfiei is KoduniktlOr (Crnngnnore} of 
which Tiruennoi-kalram is a suburb, has hoen 
held as an undisputed asiom by Tamil scholars 
from llie beginning; and the reasoning hy which 
that view lias recently been attempted lo be. 
controverted is more perplexing than convin- 
cing 1 propose to state a few relevant facts of 
outstanding significance, that will help na ill the 

solution of I he question, 

TI'hj close connection of Sitappadhikarain 
and Mmiimekalm with the Cera country and 

1 See rdf eiampte Mahfividviih R. Kngtitva 
AiyatlgaT’fl F(»fK-'im4itagflr. 
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its capital city is wall known $ anti it is worthy 
oi‘ note that, while tliej- speak uf Vajici or 
Ynuei-mfltGr, they do not mention Kanirdr at 
olN Fatirrttp'paltWj which is devoted entirely 
to the praise of the Ceras, does mot so much as 
even mention Kanjvfir + while it refers to 
Yfiftoi-mutfir. The PtiftMiSiiim 1 ' collection, 
which contains many lyrics in praise of C&rn 
king's, by name to Yaheij but it- does not 

mention Karuvur anywhere, Among the 
nfltmru cell action, two poems mention Yafict, 
and one mentions Karuvur s a and this is the 
only instance in ancient poetic literal nix-, so 
far as the jiublishod works of the San gam age 
gif, of Km-uvQi- appearing in the text. In 
PaHpa4tti r no mention of Karuvur is made; 
bill Vufhu 1 occurs, and is described as ot equal 
Importance with Madura, and Kcdi (Upaiyor) + 
So too, in the Pattup-pattu* collection, Vahci 
alone oeetirs; and its posit in in in the Cera 
kingdom is described to lie of the same 
eminence as Madura in the Pandya kingdom 
and Ur mi bn i in the Cfila h in gdoin. Kal&vuli- 
it&rpatit w aa composed by Foigaiyar to secure 
the release of CSramftn TCaijaikkfil Tniraporait 
whq had been made n captive by Cohn 
Ko-SeiLkappSti ; and in that poem tec?, only 



la See Pii™tt, is, 32 , gr>. etc, 

2 Sfen Aptm, 2fiB, 3fl6 mid 03. 

3 Ssop. 175 {«d- 

+ Sew ^i^f/Gy/Irpippatitri, 1, !j 0. 

11 
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Vanci occurs 5 and not Ktrijvilr. An eEflmino- 
tiuii of tin i Sangam works thus shows that the 
ancient jHjets knew the capital city o£ the C&ra 
as only Yiuicii and except in only one solitary 
lyric in Agonan&ftt* they have not mentioned 
EaruvUr at all. Even this solitary instance 
iteed not he regarded as really an exception; 
for Kar tirOr, as it occurs there, msiy he 
explained as a descriptive im meaning simply 
the prominent or impregnable mty f atid need 
not he reminded as a proper noun. That the 
city which was known to the poets its Ynfiei and 
was celebrated by them under that name wag 
not Earuvur of the Trichinopuly district, also 
Keems to lie dear from Agont 263, whore 
Koruvwr Kannampajanur sings of Yidiei a? the 
capital city of the Ci'ra. Obviously Yafiei and 
Knrurar in Trichiuopoly were regarded as two 
diffejpnt places. 

This is also seen from Another fact we 
gather from indent Tamil literature. That 
the KanjvfiT region enjoyed the unonviabla 
distinction of having frequently been the 
cock- pit of tlie Tamil country is patent, from 
ancient works. Kongu-nfidu was originally 
under its independent chief; Hut it afterwards 
passed into l be possession of tin- rulers of each 
of the three Tamil kingdoms. Fatirrnp-jxdfiit 



ft St, ss, 

*v Agam, M. 

7 Pahit'pjp-pirtit, 22, 9ft and SO. 
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flhowa liiat it ones became subject to th£ 
CSras. Pit ram ;1T;> show a the territory hud 
been conquered, by the Coins; and Agam 253 
gbows that i i it: .randy [IN had algo b rough t 
it under their away, A place in tudi 
Sr region would obviously he ih -suited for 
die nofitl^polia of a flourishing kingdom like 
Cera ■ rtadu , Piifam fi is autig hy a poet 
called Narivnrdt-Ulaiyar in praiec of a Cera, 
whose name is given as Ceraindu Knruvth- 
fljdya-Oi vhtK uppciuT) l Coral I rumpofai . This 

Ceral Irumporui must have gone to reign at 
Kami' fu m , u& Ym description signifies, from some 
other uity which was (he. metropolis nC the Cera 
kingdom; jmd thei'e mn l^ne doubt that, that 
city was Yanei. I have stated that the exten- 
sive conquests luwarda the noi-ili made by Udiyan 
C^raliitajj, IinuyaviiruiiiLan urj d PaljfiUM’fe]- 
kelu-Ku£tuvan, die throe earliest Cera king? 
known to Tut nil literature, iieoesSltated the 
esfablishiiierit of a. viceroy a tty at Karurur, 
which as frontier town was perhaps coveted 
afi a key position; and this CEral Irumporai, 
apparently a junior member of the hu-uso, went 
there invested with palatine prerogatives about 
lie dose of Palyinai’s reign. From that time, 
the C£ral Immporm of whom we read in 
literature probably occupied the position of 
C3r& viceroys of the north, with their neat of 
(fovorirmeiit at Tondi, a sea-port town on fhe 
West coast; but the CCra king himself had bis 
capital at YaEci and Hot at Kartmir, To avoid 




CfiJtA KINGS 



U 

all possibility of confusion from the use of the 
expression Kuruvtlr in ike AgananiiTa lyric 
already referred to, (lie early Tamil lexicons, 
tURffaU&itai aim Senlau J/iviikaram explain by 
a separate sfitrcj* that Karuvtlr denotes Vauci. 
That tf&tra was necessitated because of the 
occurrence of the unfamiliar word Kamvfir in 
a classical lyric; but, perhaps, owing to that 
vciy circunoatanoe, later gcuorai ioqu in course 
of time came to give the name KaruvGr the 
same currency as Vanri, little suspecting (hat 
it might lead long years afterwards to eun- 
fusion. 

Another fact slat we gather from ancient 
Tamil ohasieu may a! fit! bo noticed hem 
KartivDr of the Triehinopoly district is, as 
every one will admit, in what was known as 
KoiigiMiar.lu and not in Maltu-iiaiju. The Hurd 
deead of PatirrvP'PaM* ™ w T L'i(len by Palai- 
gautamanSr, in honour of Pftlyanai-sel-kelu 
Knttnvan, the younger It ether of Imaya- 
varamban- Nedum- Cefalatan ; and one of the. 
poems in that section* tells u.a ihat the hero of 
that decad effected the conquest of Kchgu-nMu, 
Clearly then, Kaiuvilr of the Triehinopuly 
District could not have been the anginal capital 
of the Cem; for the C&ras, as we know from 
literature, had already’, before the conquest of 

fl Pingola, p. 3d and P 63. 

9 F'5!Trf^p-jw(J!c, 23 
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Koagu-nAdit, established their fame and power 
as a ruling dynasty in the Timiii country* 
Again^ we> gather from 39 that Kari, 

the chief of MuHur, slew Oi - i r the chief 01 
Kdli-mai^ij and delivered it to the Cera; but. 
Paranar who lias aung in honour of ‘Sen- 
Kuttuviui refer* in AflMtw £03 to Ori ag still 
lord of the Kolii mountains. These circum 
stain os will show that. K^ugu-natju and tie 
adjacent region did not belong to the Cents 
odiginal^ but they were acquired by them 
only later. All this clearly indicates Ihat. the 
capital of the Cera kingdom, Vafid-mfitlir, lay 
elsewhere than in Karuvui- situate- in Koiigu- 
midu. 

S. 3, 

Though Yahei and K&ravOr bad conic to he 
regarded as convertible terms, it did not, 
however, mean that, in die conception of the 
Tamil literary World, the capital of the fern 
.kingdom was not Vahoi in Malui-Bidu, but was 
Karuvur in Kongu-nadn. The commentators, 
who came several centuries after the Sangam 
period, when they explained Vahci an 
Karuvur, took care also to state that it was 
net the Karnvir of the Trichinopoly District 
Thus A_(J iya rkk u-na I lar ted* ue that Yafiei is 
KodiuikfllCir^ 10 and Malinmahtipa-dhyhya Dr. V. 
Swa mined ha Aiyar, to whom all lovers of 



10 Sm P. 19 of Lha fttap. f3rf eA). 
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ancient Tamil Literature owe ail immense debt 
of endless gratitude, wi-ifes (be warning note 
that KarUvur, tlie capital of (lie (Jflra, is (be city 
m Malai-nMu and not. the Karuvtir situate in 
Ko6gn-nadu. 1 c SstkiHar, the author of Periya- 
puifinam, states dearly 1h.it Vafloi is Kotjuii- 
kg liar, und that- Konrvflr in Kotigu-Liadu 1 b a 
town of eJiu Ooios. 1 * Tlie inscriptions found in 
the latter place are all tldlu insciipLiouE ; and 
there is nothing in thorn or anywhere in 
literature that i know which attributes its 
origin and rise to the Ceras. When Tirujfuma 
fi amh amla sang u hynwi in praise of tkiE place, 
he called, it KaruvtLi'-amlaij obviously to 
distinguish if imm Karuvur or Vauci of the 
(Jeras in the West coast, Modem Tamil 
lexicons, e^g.j, Abiditum-CMttam&nit eipkuu 
that Vaiici ts KodunkolUr near (Judun. lx ia 
the place that ^ucdBiamurti haa in kin 
TMfam, described as ' Ancuikknl^iii. of which. 
Makodai on the sei^ooaat is the ornament/ and 
which in his day was Ike capital city of his 
royal friends Ceraman rcnuoal, the weli-known 
Saiva devotee. Alaktfd&i or iiikkn in the sea- 
port in the delta of the Pciiyar, the Ti.ru- 
va&csJhniikhEun of Kifral&t patti t and is a part- 
of the ar.ciont royal city which LEtk&ni-DfiffiL 

11 .ifajuKir^-^i. pp. I'J'J — !„ LI 1ft. 

12 3"tsr*Hf^iiiJiir PfW'trnffljhj ViVAndH ftii iuMMIH Y St- 20,. 





OF THE &ANUAM PERIOD &1 

in hie (o, 900 A.C.) ftJls 

iMjadhani Wahtidaynpuri, of which TiruvcLuet- 
kajkm in the centre formed (ho royal residence, 
This ancient royal town extended from the bar 
at the cOEiut to Twkiinamatilakflm, about four 
miles inland narth-en5twaT(l + the scot of a 
fainouR Satm .shrine, now unfortunately tlea- 
troyod, to which the temple at GtU'Uv&yQi* and 
other plrtcfti? wore once subordinate, Another 
name for TrknijaWfltilBtinn was Qimapuri or 
CHinnhn apparently the Gurjftv&yil oJ &ilap- 
padhikartm; anti in his description of the 
place, tiie author of the Sfl employs 

in relation to the neighbourhood the egression 
Kawtik-ahhfivjjvn,'* which reminds one of the 

13 was published stoat GO /Mrs a pa 

fcy the Sate ViiaSduim Tlratutl JrfaliJLrflja of Traoncore in 
tho J.R.A.S. Tim rcfcrnlicea [riven in tltisi btok are la 
tho editiwi of tlwi M^gr.lfidayam ComjuiTiy, Tridnir, in 
1913. £b;Va flf( MftbQdayapmi as faltowso- 

< i m 

fi-^rr '■ it 

IhirE'TMiiyifin, St GS (]». 14), 
14, ** SFWR : -feilrr9«IMi 

^ 'ktl 

11 ” 

UttorariMSh, Si. J5 (p, 19). 
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mndcm. of S ilappwlhil: H raw , It is in- 
teresting 1u note that, immediately to t Ite north 
or CrOBgfiilore, Uie modern anglicized name for 
and forming its approach from 
the bade water leading to Ernakulnm, there ia a 
place bearing the significant name of Karilr- 
pntana or ns it is mote generally catted Knrfir 
pntnnam T meaning probably the salt |W of 
KaruvOr. 1 *' Tt is only four or five miles north of 
TinivulVilfajjant and ibis fart suggests that fo-T 
some reason not now obvious, Timvulkjkatam 
had also come to Ikj known as Kamvfir. 

These considerations lend strong support 
to the view that. Vafiei is TiruvaJieikolrmi. In 
SH&ppadh ika ram > we read that S&n-Iiuttuvan 
left Yafiei-miLirivonii to go to the forests, it, will 
be soon Hint YarLctlnopism and Vaflci-kalam 
have the snme mean mg. Besides* it is seen 
from tlmi opie that, when Sen-TCuttiivan wua 
about to start on his northern expedition, 
pratforfijm was brought to him from a neighbour- 
ing Yisnn temple situated at 'Aduka-rnadiim 
which, according to the commentator was tlie 
temple at Trivandrum or at Iravipumm. 
Trivandrum may he rejected ns being far away; 
but Travipumm was close to Timvandkalimi; 
for T am fold that in a MalayaUm Campti, 
Harfiiffynlyam, (c. 1600) Tripnnittnra. is called 
RavigrEimam; and besides a portion of Emu- 
knlam still tears the name Tmvlpurutn. Tt 



14a Or dffls ]t mean ‘the part of Kurort 
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seems to me, however, that we need not travel 
even to Ir&vipuram for the temple; lot a3 T 
have already stated, withitl the limits of 
T^fcauftmati I aha m was K&nokafihavaaia, though 
unfortunately the place is now in mins. 
Besides, K&oldtpatti mentions in mere than, 
one place a pon-miiAm n in Tiru-Kariyur, 14 * a 
place tflfl&e by, which the late Mr. Kanakn&abhai 
Attempted to identify with the Cera capita!, 

S. 3. 

It has, however, been objected to this 
identification that tho name of the place near 
Co chin is properly Aib-ai fc-kalHin as that is the 
name which it bears in flimdarnr + a hymn. 3 ® No 
doubt, in Tamil Snivite literature, Tiruaftauk- 
tajam is the consecrated name for the place j 
bur 1 cannot regard this insignificant di fference 
in spelling as a serious objection. Place-names 
often changed in form, awing to various 
reasons; and tho change heivi by no means 
presents an insurmountable obstacle. Iti two 
Yaftelufctu inscriptions found in the Siva 
temple at Tmivancikkalam!, the name of the 
place is written ns Tlnjvancak-Ml&m. Is it 
not possible that by a pardonable mistake va- 
may have been rpgarded as n. transformed, 
owing to rules of liaison or sffmifti, and 
t changed into a i innocently in pronunciation, 

14k ff^T-u|i3( r pp, 46-7. [1890 Eld. Mangalore), 

1 5 Villi 

n 




00 CfiHA KINGS 

or from false analogy? We know tllat there is 
a tendency for Tamil place-names to und in at 
(cJ r UrantaL, Karfintai, Tanjui, Nellai, Anantai, 
Muilai, Kailai ) „ Thus Tiiuvafkik-kadam may 
bare in course of time been unconsciously 
changed into Tim-aficaik-kalain. However that 
be, tint objection appears to me to be too trivial 
for serious eona idem! ion. Tr may also he noted 
that, in tlio in script ions found in tine £iv& 
temple at this place, Ibc name of the deily i& 
given as Yahoo] 6ia. 1<! For soinO reasons, which 
at tliis distance of time it is not possible to 
■ascertain,, Yanei, the ancient capital of the 
€eras, also came to bear nn alternative name 
Karuvfir; but, as stated above, it misled no 
Tamilian into lKlieving that that. Kamvtlr was 
tho town of that name in the Tricbi nopoly 
district. It may, perhaps, lie that the alter- 
native name of Karuvflr for VaSci was known 
even ill the second century of the Christian era, 
as Ptolemy (circa ISO A .0.) mentions Karoura 
as the royal scat of Kerobol liras. If there were 
evidence that, even in those early days, the 
name Ko^imUlGr had become current, then we 
might that Ptolemy T s Kareum had 

nothing to do with Kamvur, hut was a corrup- 
tion of KGlur in KoflurikfllQn I» the absence 
of such evidence, we may regard Kamura as a 
cormptJnn of Kanivur. Bishop Caldwell h in- 
fluenced by the similarity of names, suggested 
die identification of Ftolemy’a Koroma with 

10 V3de TravMMrfi Arth. Serins, VT, PP- 191-2. 
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*' Kiim r, an important town in CGunbfttorG 
district originally mduded in the Cera king- 
douFV" and this Trrtaijj lead which the learned 
bishop unwittingly gave las How been fallowed 
by aomc scholars, tvi Lli whut I am compelled to 
regiird; as misdirected zest Fostdhly when he 
flilg'gc&tod tbe identification, Dr. Caldwell had 
momentarily forgotten (hat Pliny iti hia Nflfttcoi 
Hutory (before 77 A,C.) had mentioned 
Muziris ae the capital of the Ccras, After 
stating that Minstiis was H 1 the first emporium 
of India", lie mid: “Tk station £er ships ia at 
a distance from the shore and cai^ocs- have to 
®e landed and Skipped by means of little bouts. 
There reigned thei'e, when I wrote 
Coelobothroe”. A few years after Pliny, the 
Pori plus (ei roa 89 A.C.) contained the state- 
ment that Musiris “a city at the height of 
prosperity was M hvu miles distant from the 
mouth of (be river on which it ia situated" and 
was ‘"'the scat of Government of the kingdom 
Under the sway of Keprabotrafi^ From the 
language of the classical writers, there can Inc 
no dfiubt t.ha* i he two places Karon ra and 
Musiris were not regarded a& essentially 
different. By Rnroura Ptolemy denoted, per- 
haps, the interior where (he C&ra-V palace was, 
the present Tirnvafiaik4:a]ani, while Muzirte 
projofrly denoted Afiisi ] - i or Makodai, the 
commercial mart or port about a mile and a 

|T dehlJ>!TrirfMris ^nTJrupdr nf tfcf PnjrvJ'HjTT ZflirjJ- 

u Otvi., 
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Half lower down nl the moudi of tile Parly** — 
Ihe P^riya^u of Ptitirrtip-pittu LS or the Xiru- 
Taiiefili-miildiam of Kfrat&paUi and the 
Pteeudostomos of the Greek writers The eamu 
fact that Musiri is the Ctsra e capital and 
sea-poit is convoyed by Pur& m 343 whore we 
read 3 “fSaeks l>£ pepper arc brought from the 
houses to the market. The gold received from 
the ships in e* change for commodities Bold is 
brought to the shore in barges at Aiurni, where 
the mar of the surging sea never eceses and 
where Kuttuvan presents the rare products of 
the sea and the mountains to those that visit 
Him” 

S. 4. 

If VaSci tsr KodunkoJEtr or Timvaileik- 
kalanL. it must follow that the river Forunni or 
An-porantam could not- be the river Amar&vati 
as Iiels been suggested by some, but should bt 
the revival* which falls into the sea on the 
tout hern side of KodunkolQr, Kottaimukku, 
which is the site of an old fort at the north' 
eastern corner of Crangmmre, is washed by the 
river Periyfir on the south. Tha liver is 
mentioned and described, in Falirpt p-pattit as 
the most, important of the rivers in the Cera 
kingdom. That Yaiiei is on the bank of the 
Porimai river is patent ftom PprfatfafcflfiV 13 
iniid & i lap pad h l k n re m -, a * Foriinfti is apparently 

IB 3 J jUL&fld 28, 43, SB, Aw h, 149, Stfap. etc. 

19 Lyrics li sad S&7, 

wi jSfinFi canto, au. 
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the Tamil variant Faigii in Tamra-parni, for 
which river it is the recognised name hi eUftsical 
Tamil; and according to the l&tdcons ah alter- 
native name fov Porunai is Fonmlatn, Turnra- 
par£i is, as is well known* a river of the 
Pandya kingdom lowing east -ward ; and 
obviously to distinguish the Foruimi of the 
Cera eou.11t.j7 fvom the Poiamai of the Patf^yH 
kingdom, the prefix aw vrag sometime^ added to 
the former. Thus we have taw <m pottmai in 
Fnram 3& anti 4 yam Hi, meaning, the cool 
An-pjntnm„ These ate the only two instances 
in old literature that I have come across, where 
the prefix appears. It has. been suggested (hat 
in those instances dw, is perhaps, a mistake for 
ar; hut it is, I think* a needless suggest ion. The 
ancients may have thought that hoth the 
TSirmtparni and the Feriytr had the same 
source; and, indeed, their sources are not far 
distant from each other. 31 They both rise, to 
use the words of Messrs* Ward and Connor, N in 
the Alpine elm in of the peninsula separating 
tile Tinnevclly district from Travainzore' f ; and 
bo both rivers come to bear the sw name, 
Porunai; but to di&tinguiEh out from the other, 
the above particle was prefeed to the river iu 
the west; and both Fingatantm and JHv&karattir 
mention a river Ajafponintaru, besides Porunai 



Si Tha TlajmpaiTLL rsgea Atfwtyi-roBLii, and the 
FerTfrr in AJ-iiafrnalBi,, probably the AjiTai-tnaUi ai the 
Ssncta t'dttfc!. 
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or Poruntam. 1 may state hero that Lukiliuni- 
Difia in Lis Jsuiiamihdisa 2± desoiiibcia the river 
flowing man- thy RljudltlliL Mflhttdayitpiiri as 
the Bister of the T Amr ajarni. jitter the) 
maimer of Kalidasa, L&k-shmi-lM&a employs a 
parrot ag messenger to take hi 5 megsajje to hifi 
wife at Trkaniimatilakum or Gu^apnram. 
The expression occurring in the poena for the 
river in Curm. Perhaps jt iis a variant of 
Cnlli-Sriif which ts another name for Periyir, 
found hi Sangain literature; and there still 
exists a place called Oul|i a few miles north of 
Kal&ifi. Or it is a mislection for Piir^a; for 
written ill grant '.ha characters* ono may easily 
be mistaken for the other. I s|so leatti that 
in &aak£Lror'Vijaya t wrongly attributed to 
Vidyaragya, Kaladi the birth-place of Sri 
Sankara iw said to be situate on the bank* of 
the Ptirna river. This wort, 1 am convinced, is 
spurious being; not more than a century old; 
but 1 refer to it only to show that in a Sanskrit 
work written very lone before the present 
controversy arose the Pcriyar bears the mime 
Pfirrifl. We may also note the evidence of 
TirupQnatura or Tirapumaturai, the town 
situated on the holy Pttrpa river. TirapOsatura 
is the residence of the Maharajas of Cochin. 

32 RtfV(UtHHJf!fc, Sloka fits. 

^ w t &- 

S^nff n | ,T 

Op. di. fp. 14}. 
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Accepting Anponmsti or Anportintaai aa 
on approved literary name for the Timor on 
which Vaflci is situate* we have it ill no warrant 
for taking those names to denote the AroaL&vati 
liver* The name Amnravati ia unknown to the 
Sangnin poets h lexicographers, or Eke ram 
mentatora !1 ig said fhaJ; in KmwUrStktibt 
Pnrdnwn, n recent work by a cornporafrviely 
unknown author, a line oeeura in which 
ArruTFflT'ati is said to be otherwise known aa 
Anponinai ; mid on this statement fopnd in a 
work of fancy or imagination, is rested The 
momentous conclusion that Anponiiiai is 
Amararati. Another reason given ia that 
tin ibhimm means the mango tree: end as the 
Pinffolcmtai gives rftia-m as „a name for 
!Anpoi*uiit&Tn f “ and ns ciitnm also means the 
mango tree. Afcnar$vati and Anponmni are 
identical 5 E may add in passing that Uuiafeflrafli 
does not mention Cfitam AS one of the names of 
Suporuntam* Ah the lexicons— 

Divfticarnm and 'Cvflihvfitti — agree tn mention- 
ing Ani-voni as a name For Anponmlam; hut 
it ia significant that Amamvati if; not mentioned 
anywhere as an alternative name. 

We Unis see that the evidence (dike of 
ancient and medieval Tamil literature, of 
ancient fYra history and of approved and long 
established Tamil tradition points to the 



£3 Ch. TV, T. 99. 
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conciusion that. Vaoci 13 Tim- VafrcikAlaiu or 
Kioijum-kolur ; nntl t(ie recent attempt to un- 
settle this view by drawing a red herring across 
the track is, it geem& to me. gratuitous. 




CHAPTER Vll. 



The Date of the Sait pom. Epoch. 

3 * 1 . 

Whitt is tiie approximate dale of the 
gain period 7 The ^U 4 bd<ui has proved to 
lie one of the greatest pussies of Houtls Indian 
chronology, if we ui'O to judge by the bewilder- 
ing diversity of anauens given to it+ Indeed, 
one cannot help thinking that the methods of 
investigation that have been pursued must have 
been vitiated hy some radical defect, when one 
notices that ah possible dates from before the 
first to the tenth century after Christ have 
been assigned with greater or less confidence 
to the ftu ligam period. For r sample, the 
Enoyclopaditt firitannicn informs us that the 
* Augustan ago of Tamil literature,' as the lute 
Dr. Caldwell Allied ibis period, is to b& placed 
somewhere between t lie ninth or tenth century 
and the thirteenth century A,C- Mr. L. D. 
Bwamikanmi Pillar and the officers of the 
Madras Arehieolugical department tell us that 
wo should seek for Ihfl Sang&m period in 
tile seventh ot eighth century A.Ch Pandit 
Raghava Aiyangur of the Tamil lexicon 
Office has attempted to place the Sangam 
period in the fifth century A C. Other scholars, 
of whom I may particularly mention the late 
Mr. Kanakflsuhimi Pillui, T>r. Eh KHshnnswaTm 
Aiyangatg and Mr. Srinivasa Filial of Tatijore, 1 



1 r-jmiT FflrVllffJt! in 5 Volfl. 
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have maintained thftt the Songam period should 
be sought for in the second century A.O- There 
are yet others. who would look fov the Saiigam 
period before the Christum era. The expounders 
of every one of these views are scholars of 
proved ability and established, reputation; but 
obviously nit of them cannot be right, and 
possibly all of them may he wrong. Each our 
has attempted to carry on research along his 
own line, and to state results independently of 
others; and every Iwdy knows that the pni'suit 
of special lines of investigation easily tends to 
beget prejudices, and in the statement of results 
it is not always easy to avoid the ftillacips due 
to individual prepossessions. 

In examining the various answers returned 
to the question, we should remember that a 
hypothesis, however high the authority for it, 
aan have no significance, if it has no real 
connection with the facts which it is supposed 
to explain. !Nor can the validity of a hypothesis 
be informed from its agreement with a single 
fact alone. It is a rule of inductive logic that 
a hypothesis is valid in proportion to the 
number and variety of facts which it is able to 
explain. In other words, the truaranl ee for the 
validity of ft hypothesis consists in the const* 
lienee of results. A hypothesis may bn accepted 
sa reasonably established, when a number of 
independent facts point towards it as the one 
conception fitted to bring them at! into 
intelligible relation. It wi.il be my attempt 
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bare to test tie various dates that have been 
advanced, end see Low for they satisfy this 
JUlfc 

S. 3. The Ninth or the Tr/tiih CdriHrg Theory, 

hi spite tit Lilt; high authority ul Lii-u- 
Encifdo podia Li ritmudoi, (he vitw there 
expressed may be rejected as obsolete. That 
view was first stated about a century ago by 
the Itcv, l>,r. Caldwell, when the muteaials 
lor the investigation oil I he problem were 
extremely j^anty. In Iris article in the ninth 
edition ci the £> icyctop&dw BrtUanfuctiy 

Dr. li.ua t repeated that view; mid that article 
has been bodily reproduced in the eleventh 
edition of that work. Whoa Dr. Host wrote 
his ankle, the old Saugatn work*, incepting the 
immortal Kiiral, had not been made available 
in print; but since then, many of the Sangam 
works have been published, and much valuable 
research has lieen made; and it is strange that 
the literary and historical material since 
brought to light has been totally ignored by the 
edit ore of the eleventh edition of tlio 
En^^dopfEdia Brito mtic&+ How far out of 
forus is the date given in the EmtydopcEdw 
Britannic® will be patent If wo remember that 
upon that view (he Sangam age will be posterior 
lsy several cm tn lies to the earlier Salvo 
hymniste, jMnasam bandar and Appar, who 
were the contemporaries of the great Pal lava 
Uarasimha I. the deE trove* of Yatapi. The 
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late Prof* Snndarom Filial of Trivandrum 
thoroughly exposed the unau^ inability of this 
hypothesis in his “Some Milestones tu Tamil- 
Literature” and one can only express ones 
wonder, not urunixed with pain, that the error 
should still persist, and lind its way into some 
works, intended to ho of authority, like Frazer a 
Literary History of India and the Imperial 
Gazetteer of India. 

£► 3, The Seventh or the Eighth 
Century Theory. 

If r.lifl view expressed in the .Eucgdopcedia- 
Britamiica may be summarily disnwsa&d as out 
of date, the view expressed by Mr, Swamikauim 
Filial cannot be dealt with bo easily^ He is a 
recognized authority on astronomical! tuJuhla- 
tirai ; and it ix wjth his asirisLitiite that the dates 
of many of the South, Indian kings mentioned 
in inscriptions have been determined* The 
service that he has done to South Indian 
chronology is incalculable i and naturally, 
therefore, a date fixed by him as the result of 
astronomical calculation will prh fade 
command acceptance. And when to his personal 
authority, which is deservedly high, added 
the fact that his date has won ready acceptance 
among the experts of the Government AroftffiO- 
logical department and some other scholars, 
hts view wmlri appear to be too well entrenched 

2 Fub'tsfeNfl ia ikft At. 

EcjrtiVtifcta'd in the rnTttiTftm AitHprary dqtv doftmet. 
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to be easily assailed. From certain astronomic^) 
data found in Si-ia^nidhihtiyaiA und thu 
eleventh Pt&i ipadul, built Sanguin works, he 
tells utr 1 that the former work cannot fro. anterior 
to 23rd July Tab, and the latter must have been 
written after 17 th June 634. The- startling 
definiteness of the dates arrests attention* and 
tempts, hot to say compels, aceepraiue. ‘To 
beard Ihc lion in his den, the Douglas in bis 
kali’ were, perhaps, less tnmurdoiis than to 
oppose i£r. Swnmikanmi Pillai on Ike question 
of an Indian date which he has fixed by 
calculation; hevcrthc-le&5 < with due deference, 
T venture to state that his dates in this matter 
cannot be accepted- To place l lie Sangam 
period between the middle of the seventh and 
the middle of Lhe eighth century would be 
to ignore altogether the political condition of 
Tamil India as depicted in the Sangarn works, 
and of the refit- of India in Hint period as now 
know'll to us. Prom the time of ^unhavishtju 
(o r 575— COO A.C.) the Patiava supremacy was 
the most outstanding fact of South Indian 
history for nearly three centuries. The period 
indicated by Mr. Swtuaikaimu Piibi is covered 
by the reigns of, among others, Mahfcndxa 
Yarman I, Naraaimhavurnian, T, P&rajh5£vara- 
T ftimaT i X, Narasimhavaiiii/m XI, anti NflTidi 
Vsnmn II* all PflUflVRS of KSffLd ? and 
during this period of PelliYft domination, 
the s a lid Cob* and to ^ome ert«rt 

3 TV fttitert Ep&mtris, VoL. 1, PP- IQQ-iO®- 



C&EA KINGS 



103 

Jim PtLadyiia did not. vount for anything 
poetically, The ∠*m works make no infe- 
rence to the J^aJltirVtts at all; uvi one Palluva; 
king, great or insignificant, is even cnsnally 
mentioned in those works. On the other hand, 
a large number of Geras, Colas and Pand/as, 
with names some of which may be regarded as 
unpronounceable and almost forbidding, and. 
many feudatory chiefs under them arc sung 
about by the Sangam poets. 

It is significant that not one Pautfya or 
Cola king of the seventh or eighth century 
whom the inscriptions have brought- to light, is 
referred lo in the iSangam works, while they 
belaud the prowess and inunMcenoe of a host 
of kings and chief tains that ruled and exercised 
authority over the Tamil kingdoms, No one 
would have the temerity to say that the Tamil 
king* and their achievements detailed in the 
feangam works could bo inode 1 o- fit into the 
epoch of the Palin to ascendancy. These liilcra 
must necessarily belong to a prior age. About 
the middle of the seventh century (lie PJndya 
king of Madura was Kdn Pandya ait® 
Ninjasir Nedu-MaraJi, and the Pallava. king 
of Kanct was X am si nth a Vanua I; while about 
the middle of the eighth century T the Figdyft 
and the Pfldavn kings wore respectively 
JafiU Nednnjatjaiyon Parantakrt* the donor of 
the YSlvikudi grant,, and the well-known 
Nandivarman Palis' va. Mad a . Tbe Yepriknfli 
plates, the text of which was fiTBt publiihttd 
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V Mr, K. GL Sankar ? in the Quarterly 
Journal of the Mythic Society, Bangalore, 
mention the Fandyan ilulu Kudu mi of the 
^angani period as a I'omotc ancestor of 
Ninrastr !ffedu-Maran or as he is called in the 
grant, Mura Yartnan llie viator fit. NelvSli, This 
Nedu-M&Hin wag converted to Salvia in by 
Jfi&naseTnbondft, whose date is now definitely 
settled, Jn&iiasamLpanda and His elder contem* 
porniy Appar, who is fftid to have converted to 
^aiviHm the Pnllivn Mahendra Varman, son of 
Nfiragimha I, have in their TSvoram hymns 
referred to the Coin king ^n-Kannan* with 
reverential devotion ; and it is wen from the 
references that by the time of the two 
hymnista, a hoary and consecrated legend had 
become woven about the n^nie -h!' (hat CdTu 
monarch. Dr, HulEESCh thinks that even nt ttin 
time of the earliest of the dynast ie t^dhts 
brought. to light by epigraph Seal research, 
&cn Knnnan must have been only a name ; and 
We see from the Tiruvalangadu plates* of 
Rajendrn Cdja T. that Karikflli {Toja i of 
extensive glory + was an ancestor of the 
‘emperor* Ko-Sen’Karmfiii, All this indisput- 
ably shows that we sfatmld geek for the Tamil 
kings of the Sangam era Ion? before the middle 
ef the seventh century* 

Besides, as already stated, the middle of 
the seventh century eoinrid^Fi with the date of 



4 si.i., m m. Ft. m 





CfilRA K INTI- 3 



104 

JruinasiiTnbandn and Appnr t and their royal 
disciples Ninra£3j- Nedu-Maptn and MahEjidrii 
Yamuna Those were the days, when the Jains 
were meet mercilessly persecuted both in thn 
Pandyn ;wl the Pallava country. It is difficult 
it) believe Hint it: wos during this perhid of hitler 
persecution* thnt the growth of olngsiejd Tamil 
literature went on apace, mainly under Jain 
auspicca; for everybody eonverftfint with 
A n again literatim knows to what great patent 
v'c ace indebted to the Jains in that T'cspcek 
Use San gam age witnessed a predominance of 
the Jains in Tamil letters. The author of 
jSVffflpjrariHfcnmm was a Jain ; while his 
brother, the P^rn. King-, Sen-TC otto via, was p 
£ invite. It in jx&fent; flint there was then 
perfect religious toleration, and tlu> dtfTes’enees 
in religions belief did not break asunder the 
bonds of family: much less did they atm* the 
amenities of social life* Again to look for the 
Aatigtmi period in the seventh and the eighth 
eentnries will he It-. reoyn'd the Ann earn poets ns 
eontemporaries of the Aniva hymnists .and the 
Vaisnniva Ah'JlTS? and to rlo so would be to 
ismorc the evidence wipplir-cl by the language, 
matter and verse-form find mrtro employed in 
the works of the Aangarn and the hymnal 
period respectively. 

Apart from, the historical difficulties 
noticed above., it. has also !>een shown that none 
of the dates supplied by Mr. Swamikannu TMlai 
can really he obtained from the astronomical 
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date givrtti irt Si l appadhikdram and Parip&dal. 
In a paper on 'Thu Date of SihippadhiMrotn' 
which I publifllietl in 1917 in Iho Ifutiros Chris- 
tian College Magazine, 1 showed that in spite 
of Mr. SwflmikflTiii U .Filial J s emphatic statement 
that 75G A,C. satisfies all flio astronomical con- 
ditions mentioned iti Silap}mdhiktmim r not even 
one condition could, without wry material 
alteration bo made to apply to that year. 
Similarly, in regard to 6L54 A.O, which that 
distmfpiished scholar has arrived at from 
astronomical data found an XI Paripidvl, 
Mr. S. Soinasnndara Deaikar of Tiruantr has 
cam mined its correctness in a scries of art idea 
contributed by him in Sen Tamil? the or^an of 
the Madura Tamil San^am. find demonstrated 
its inaccuracy. Mr. K. C. Saukar, in n learned 
contribution to the Journal of Oricutul 
Research? bos shown that on 1:7th July 17 A.tl 
the major planets were exactly in the positions 
attributed to them in the PwipUhtat test and 
there was also coincidence of lunar eclipse and 
Agastyddnyain, as required hy tho tevt 

Mr. Swamikiinnu Piflai aeoks support for 
hia date from the mention of & week-day — 
Friday— -in Si l ftp pa d hi fc« frt w 7 ♦ and there are 
others who say that the mention of solar ai^ns 
in ParipMnt. and in Manimckalai p tow that 
they arc late works. T liavc dealt with fhio 

t r 

s VoJ. so, pp n, n. pp. a>i f. 

6 J.O.R - r IX. pp. 148-155, 

7 fTurto X^m r 1. 135, 
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subject elsewhere in gome detail, H The argument 
is that India borrowed the pLaneUuy week-days 
and the solar signs From The Greeks at some 
time not earlier Thun the filth century after 
Clit'iat, It is said that the earliest known 
genuine instance of the use of a plunstury 
week-day is afforded only by (lie Eruii inscrip- 
tion of liudha Gupta, which has Im-ch assigned 
by Er, Fleet to 484 A.C, ; and according to that 
great authority, there w T as no pcncin I practice 
of using the planetary names of days till the 
eighth century. From this it is argued that 
the compndtion of Sihppadhjfittrnm may he ns 
Into aa .the eighth or the ninth century. In 
Vo |, HI of Dr. Fleet’s Corpus Iwwfpiiwi ttw 
JndtcarurA t which contains thu inscriptions of 
fhe early Guptas and their successors!, besides 
the Eran irwmpUffli, there arc only two other 
inscriptions, the Yprwn] inscriptions of 124t> 
and I2ti4, that mention n planetary week-day; 
would we be justified in saying From this that til] 
the middlp of the thirteenth century Ihe people 
in the region? of tlu> early Qnpfns ™d their 
suecessnj-fc were not familiar with tTse whv- of 
planetary week-days f As a matter of fact, the 
planetviiy week-da? s seem to have hren known 
in India centuries before the fifth century. The 
expression I'Vfff, which imports a regulated 
division of the motif h . occurs in Atfcflrwi 

fi ViiJ-o 77 ir P'ii* of PUap., (^ie^rjiB OJiriHtlan 
Mairaaiie. Saji. I0l7i ; Si/fns in rnd&i* WPrfltHrft, 

(Q.J.M.S, 1923). 
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JyotixtuL In PaitMmoha Samkita, which hi said 
to bo of tin? same typ<; Vedditga Jyetisha* 
Tuesday is said to occur. In 0 rtlhas a pi a$ai i, 
which Li attributed to tiala .SiU4ivaIiaua h and 
which Sir E. G. Bhsiidarkar thinks was either 
written by Kdla or was dedicated to him, we 
come across Aagai'ak^vilra . (Tuesday). We 
have to phtce liaiu probably in tile dosing years 
of the first eeohiij B.C* or the opening years 
of the first century A.C. Aryadcva (c. second 
century) employa week-days. The Uitvpad&a 
mentions lifaittamUi vsm or Sunday. In the 
Vatkiianasa I)Jyirmti$utrQ. (p + Third century) 
Budhavfttu or Wednesday is mentioned, 
Yajnivalkya mentions plan eta sy days. The 
Puriiva? which is regarded as the ear- 
liest cl the Parditax, is not tady cognisant of 
the planetary week, but also desb with astral 
theology, for a chapter is derated to the worship 
of the Bun on 

In B4iithcm India. Tiruva linear, who is 
coheiderably anterior in date to the authors of 
Stinpp sdh i k m erm and has a 

couplet in his /fr(mi L1 which indicates the 
adoption of the seven-day week. Our of JMaa- 
samb&nda’s pobitfams in the T&v&rtun collection 
mentions al* the day's of thn week in their 

0 Now ftublistiid by Dr. E. Share* SeSfri in the 

10 Ch. 70.46 1 Cfe aSS.7. 

11 Q/fa&rpjS srfscr ii!T{ip 

u&njfr KuAit, IS7S. 
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order; 1 ® and it is clear from that passage 
that in the mmds of tile people each 
day of the week had, a well-understood 
beneficent or malignant influence associated 
with it, .As regards the solar sign, BaudMyaaa, 
whotu Prof. A, B-. Keith places in the fifth 
century B,C- t and Axyadeva (c. second 
e&utury A.C.) mention the Kodiacai signs j and. 

do also some of ihe SmytU- Evaa supposing 
thill Lhc p Lane bar y names of tho week-day a and 
the solar zodiac were Lorre wed by Lidia from 
tlttfwkere, literary evidence shows Hint it roust 
have been long before the fifth century of the 
Christian era. It has been conclusively cata- 
liished that there was extensive intercourse and 
traffic between India and Babylonia and. 
A ssy ria ; and the recent discoveries at Iloiappa. 
in the Punjab and at Mohenjo-Daro in feind, 
prove the existence in India in the remote past 
O’!' & civilization find uuiture closely akin to those 
of the Sumerians. The borrowing, if indeed 
there was a bo trowing, may well have: been from 
ifie Babylonian or Chaldean astrologers dirocit ; 
and that is tho view of the late Shankar Biila- 
ki'islina Diksliii In noy event, fridift need not 
have waited till (hi-, fifth cento 17 A.C, to borrow 
this knowledge. Indeed Dr. Fleet himself 
practically concedes this wh&n he admits in his 
article on Hindu chronology in the eleventh 
pditioh of the Erirjfclnpvdw Britavniea that 
T2~ "Gkjiij Pati&cw i. 

up4T *ffnjT^«i SJW-Astfl (JrtuSr**© opi-Qf* 
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some of tha ua^riir'LLNtaicJLi hnofcs perhaps postu- 
late an earlier knowledge of 'the lords of the 
day&\ ami oilier writings indicate a still c&iiicr 
uae of tbe period of seven days. 15 

fi. 4. The Fifth Century Theory, 

The dfidi anility has Ixseh suggested as 
tie date of tin: Tamil i^ang&m by Pandit 
M. fttiglmvji Aiyangar in his sdiiolarly noono- 
gruph uu Ceran i$en-Kuttnvan. Hie, argument 
has been largely influenced by a mi section of tins 
SiilUUdragupia inscription on the Asoka Pill&r 
at Allahabad, lor which Dr. Fleet was originally 
responsible. The text, of the inscription as 
published by Dr. Fleet contained the words 
KaUxalaka-Marttwraja, and Dr. Fleet thought 
thatKnuraJakamuiitbea ipi&cake for Kairakka, 
and he translated the expression as kLmtaiii.ia 
of Kerala. Following this interpretation, the 
learned Pandit cast about to discover what he 
thought wax ronfirmution in Tamil literature 
of Sanujudragupta’s supposed invasion of the 
Kerala kingdom. Hu equated Mantarija with 
Mitttar&in Coral of Saugam literature, and 
noticing in an AfcaMtfmJirH lyric reference tp a 
military expedition by Vampa Mdriyar 1 * ho 
stated that the- expression Vampa Moriyav 
meant the f n™ Msuryas* or Guptas Un- 
fortunately for this reasoning, Div Kielborn, 

13 See also ny 1 Solar Signs in Indian 
{QJ,X£* 1SW). 

14 Aftitm, 251. 
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in studying tine AihoU inscription, idea ti Bed 
limtein mentioned with the 'KtturaJu* 
of the Allahabad inscription, and pointed uitt 
that Kaurala was a misreading- Tile proper 
rendering of the passage was settled by 
l>r. Kiel horn and Dr. l^leet in 1898; and il a 
now understood by nil that the reference in Die 
Allahabad inscription ia to Samndn^upta's 
victory over Hie king who waa reigning over the 
region round Kollera or Colair lake. Nobody 
has yet claimed for Samiidragupta conquest of 
any territory* south of Kanci; and Professor 
J\ Dubreuif is of the definite opinion that 
Saraudragupta did not advance south of the 
Krishna. However, this reasoning has now 
foeeit given up by the learned Pandit, as in the 
second edition of his C@rau , he 

Las omitted his arguments based on Vampa 
Mfiriyar. 1 * 

Some have nought to make out that 
Sangain literature rannot have been anterior 
Eo the fifth century, as .VavmeA^tfa? mdkes 
a reference to the Gurjaras. The expression 
K K tfdi (feu 1 * octum hi }fn.>u-raaka2ai 

but in my view it has beta wrongly 
interpreted to mean ; a building in the 
a«hitectui-al style of the Gurjaras’. 1 under- 
stand the expression to mean * a hut fE^biched 

15 ’tide ray article on TM l&fsar wd ths VrfrTfSd- 
tfftnyor* WJJi^ 1904}, 

1C Canto XVft^ L 145 
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«r flat in ft rock * a rock-eavs j iLtwoara 
being a corrupt fonn of Kudhra (^3) y 
rock. The conlext seems t.o leave no room 
for doubt that tills is Hie meaning. Prince 
UdayukumaTan, in spite of Mfliymiekalat having 
beccuttj^a liuddhist min, lecher on sly seeks Iter in 
a dh&rmasaki whore ahe was serving food to 
the poor. iShe at once suspects Lim h and enter- 
ing an inner apartment transforms herself with 
the help of a tnwtra into a strangle Indy, and 
then coins wot. The prince does not resogitise 
tier, and after ft vain search in I hr inner 
apartment, leaves the place. It is to denote 
thin inner apartment - that the expression 
Kiw&jrfi Kwligtn. i# employed in the poem. 17 

It lias also been sought to snake out that 
canto £9 of MauimikaJai shows that, that work 
must have been written after DmnSga; hut this 
view has keen successfully controverted by 
Professors S_ S. Skiiyaonrayonft Sftetri, 1 ® 
K. A, Kilftkaiitft Sftstri 1 * and S. KriBhnaHwami 
Aiyanga r. 4l) 

17 Vide my article- <f The Gurjaraa end ManioitkalaJ ", 

X, QJJfS., iBfl. 

IS VIII, 322 and. 

]9 Cffrr, T. u. re. 

20 fofry. In his? J/flJH’ntftc/fli at its TTitbriCvl ftrtfinff. 
I'jrift n’flrt ray arlKile on I lie Dale of MiivivmfJuilai 
in J.O.E., Vfld. ill. There s t coraijsrative study ml 
jrreflt endition Undffi ttu title c?t4 

M^ntxrt-cJbd- insi, public; f>cd sw &HirioJ by Pundit ’TiranSrfLynTift 
lyuoi-ar, (ho ifcomtd Editor of Sen TVhhC, fa 
Toll.' XXXIT snd XXKTXT D f llie AmuhmI. 
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S, 5. TAe Second Century Theory. 

The tli-c-ory that assigns the Sangam epoch 
to the second century A.C. fads next to be cqjl- 
£ i tiered ; and it it explains, as I shall presently 
shuu- it does, facts gatharahta from the &r*iagmn 
Writings in such manner as no otlwr date an 
far considered doea > no n priori consideration 
of the Tomoteness of tEio date should deter vis 
from accepting It. I. have already referred to 
the astronomical data found in two of the 
ftangam xorlts; and there is no reason t+n 
suppose t!i at the authors of these works were 
only romancing when they mentioned those 
data. Taking the astronomical details found 
in &ilappadhik(itftw, E have pointed out in my 
paper 31 on the “Date of Silapj&dkikaram'’ that 
171 A.fk will thoroughly satisfy the conditions 
in the test for the greui fine that consumed 
Mjulura. In 171 A.O. Adi twenty-aiith wan 
Friday; Krana Sapbmi ended and A^sum 
began 2H gh. 43 p r after sunrise, and Bharspl 
star ended and Kartigflt began at 49 gb. 57 p, 
after sunrise. Thus twenty-sixth Adi 171 A.C. 
will fit in exactly for the fire at Madura; and 
if 171 he accepted as the date of the lira, then 
SW-TCuttuva C«m must be taken to hr living 
at lhat time. Let us arc if this hypothesis will 
satisfy other facts- relevant to our inquiry 
$angam literature discloses that when $<?n- 
Kuttuv&ii was reigning, Musiri was a flourishing 

Si On- fit-. Matin* Chrittim Cs8#p# Ke$ae*nt, 1911 




OF THE &ANOAM PBRIOD HE 

seaport, frequented by foreign ships. Pliny, 
who wrote his geography about fid A.C., suya 
that Mngiri was tttiBufc fur ahipa fo tail at, 
owthg to theO-'J atone* oi' pirates; liut apparently 
that danger lutd ceased to exist hy the time of 
Ptolemy who died about 1<JI A.C, ; for he apciifcs 
of that seaport ns a great emporium, which it 
certainly wnw iu Seu-Kuttuvuia T B time* &en- 
KuttuTin wna a king of great prowess; and one 
of iiie titled, names Kadaluttiu Y31-Keju- 
Ku^nvfiit or Kadal pirahkottifi-^cn-Kuttuvniij 
by which Siingnm poets refer to him is remima- 
cent of o decisive naval engagement, which, 
perhaps, resulted os already opined Ln driving 
away the pirates frann the coast. 

Again ffac value of synchronism* in tbring 
dstes in Indian history is well known; nud the 
matter contained in &itappadhifciiram affords 
scope for several a pp I i rations of that, method. 
That epic .mounts that t-km-Kiittiivan went on 
an expedition to North India, in which lie was 
assisted by hi a ally Tfurrurur Knnnnr, Ihni on 
that, occasion ho fought a 3>nttln on llm hanks tip 
the Gauges, where lie was o]>po3fd by the 
combined army of certain <( Aryan” primus, 
among whom Vijnya, sou of htalakiimura, 
Rudia and others urn- mentioned; ;md that, 
ofter defeating the nllied Axyart forces lrr 
returned with a slab of stone from the truns- 
Oaogctie region for fashioning the image of 
KajjnaM— the pattini^&vi or wife goddess— 
which he intended to conaecmte in a temple 
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to he built Li h ev memory and honour, At (bo 
consecration which the author of the poem 
attended, file epic tells us that kings of various 
countries were present, iJid u nuong litem was 
GayuMb U, king of Ceylon; and Oayabahu, on 
returning to his country, ordered lbs erection 
of a shrine in honour of pnttiiii-devi and 
ordained the annual eeletomtmji of si festival 
for her in the month of Adi, Sow, nobody will 
c[Ucslion that for an invasion of the north by 
the Corn King, the political condition not «nly 
in the other Tamil kingdoms but also outside 
Tamil India should he exceptional ly weak and 
perturbed ; and if wo esaminr the political 
history of ancient India, there R*e'ui t« be, so 
far as the materials now available gn f fiply two 
or throe periods when I ho Tajnile could have 
marched into North India with any degree of 
success. 

Going not further back than the third: 
century B.C., we can state definitely that each 
an invasion could not have Ix'en possible in the 
times of Chandra guptu llauryn, BinduRflm and 
Awilm. Jt could not have occurred in Pushy a- 
mitru’s time. It could have taken place between 
Asoka’s death and Jhisbyamitru's accession, 
perhaps; that is between 2t!4 and IW4 KX 1 . The 
period of the later ftunjsnfi np]idirs to have been 
one of confusion; but the ftufavahanaa or 
Ajitruhnrnift were already attempting to bcconne 
powerful, and by the clmo of the hr?( 
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vtmtmy B.C., they seem t<i hare supplanted lIhh 
K afivus, iU»d in the early years of the aeoond. 
century A>C, Ciautamiputrii Sri i^kikarni iti 
aeon from the Nasik inscription*- to have 
succeeded ill d-Hmiim' tbe ivsuharatug <tiid 
amuaciiig their territory, So another dale for 
the northern invasion might lie found, after 
Pushyumitras long and eventful reign, possibly 
in the disturbed and confused pori-jd of the 
later SiiLgtte. and Kiiiivas, I hut is between 
c. 14H li.C. and (lie dosing years of the, fk^t 
century B.€., provided the Andhras or Sata- 
vhJianat would fmvft presented no obstacle. 
After Gautamiputm Sri Sfitakanji (e. 1-09 to 
c„ 135 A C ) came Pulumayi who is snid to 
have reigned for about thirty years. He came 
into collision with it iidrndamnn I, tli-e Sak-.L 
Satrap of Ujjyju. who took from him most of 
the Territory which Gautanyputra Sri Sita- 
karni had won from tho Ksabaratag (GimfU" 
inscription)! but Gautamiputra Yajfia Sri 
{c, 173 to 2-02 A.C.) seems to bans again 
defeated the western Satraps and recovered, 
some of the lost provinces. KudradSimurfl 
aggrandiKemoiit is held to have been aljout 
150 A,0. iind perhaps, between that date an<i 
the date of Taj ha Ari’s secession, the Sata- 
vahajins wore not powerful and conk] not have 
successfully opposed a southern army in its 
northward march, With The close- nf YajEn 
&ii p s reign, wo enter m the Third century 

~22~ Ep „ 7«ti,rvltT7p“5ir 
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which, in Lbe words o£ Mr. Vincent SjniLh, 13 * 
one of the dork spueea it* the fipoetruin oi: 
Indian history, and almost every event o£ that 
tituc is eoKiceakd L H?iii view by au impenetrable 
veil of oblivion". In Ibis dark cent dry too an 
invasion of North Indin iuEght- have taken 
place. 

The fourth and the fifth century of 
the Christian era is the well-known period 
of the mighty imperial Guptas,; and as 
Dr. Toimau Dubreuil observes, in hie AuoifHfl 
History of the, Deccan, the fifth century 
33 the century of the VakutakA dynasty ,** 
which, the learned doctor affirms, ie the 
roost glorious and the most imporUint of the 
dynasties of the Deccan between the third 
anti the century. By the sixth century we 
arc in the tieriod of t'be powerful Pul lavas and 
Ch&lukyafi who, till (he latter were overthrown 
by the JiiisLitriikutas in 753 A,C., were (driving 
FLgaiust each other for thu mastery of the South, 
It is clear I hat the political conditions in the 
fourth and the succeeding four centuries so far 
as now known were not nit all favourable to an 
attempt by Et tern king to invade Northern 
India; and there is no need to pur-sue our 
analysis further, Now if the fire at Madura 
occurred in August 171 A,Cr, and therefore 
Sen-'Kuiduvan was iivTinjj then, how would if 

33 Enrly ffttftHy of IMm tl934>, p. &2G. 

24 See Ct|. IV- A reierft-cs; in tliiu cdaruKliorL niajf 
t-e male ^*i1b profiL to Iv P djyaswal^ j-y o } Tv.dii. 
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agree with the political situation WO lifiVe been 
examining t The poem tells Hi that iSeu- 
Kuttuyiui bUirtoi on his uurt-hum expeditmu 
uii hearing oi Kannakis apotheosis after the 
fire, and alter lie kail ascertained through his 
that Nutfuviiv Kaiuiar had prommed to 
assist him and desired to maintain. friendly 
inlaEiions with him. Kfirruvar Kunnav ran bo 
na other ilum S&takar^i ; and we may conclude 
that Sen-KuttuYan and ^atatarm entered into 
n treaty lor mutual assistance. 

We learn from the poem that Son-Kuttuvan 
had beau away from his slate. for thirty-two 
months, when he was on the bank of the 
Ganges. We may moBequmtiy suppose that 
about the hEir- inrun r; of l?fl A.C. the Gera king 
was occupying the hm k of the Gimge^. This 
synchronises with the period when Yajfia Sri 
Saiahurni would have ljeen seeking the aid of 
a friendly power to regain from the Satraps 
the territory lost by his ancestor Piil iimfi yL 
Ttma if wo hold that Sen Kuttuvaji was, during 
a portion, of his long I'dign, oontcmpornneoiiE 
with Yajuo &ri, we will he able to expbici 
satisfactorily his northern invasion, which, 
while it served (he Ccra r s object, must also have 
afforded material assistance to the Satnkanji in 
vanquishing the Satrap. We are told that at 
the hntllfl of Hie Gaugo&t several northern 
princes were ranged against Sen-Kul.tnvnn and 
his filly; and one. of the opposing princes wap 
Yijaya, son of BalakmnaTa, I eugge&t that 
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Baiakutuara is Ptolemy's BaLeokoui'QS. I know 
that it Jims been suggested by some kistoriutH 
that Baleokoxuo^ was probably one of the 
H.ru.ii'. aituiUls. Thu mi naiis e may be injiLumded.; 
hut there can be no doubt that he woe 
historically connected with the SatawLkiinaa;, 
and as Ptokmy mentions him in his geography 
as a contemporary ruling prince, be must have 
been in existence be foie fdu A.C* ilia sou uiay 
ive]] have In ecu among the princes that opposed. 
^eu-Xuituvan at the battle of the Ganges. 
Yajna Sri himself was according to the 
Mottyaparawf* succeeded by a Vijayaj but it is 
not stated how they were related Can that 
Yijaya he the Yijjuya mentioned in Sdappntihi- 
l&i'aM; and if so, was he an usurper, or did h& 
come of a collateral: lint to vhieh, perhaps, 
Bqleokem'os or B£lakuuilia belonged 'i Thyjij. 
fin i 'liter of the princes (hot Sen-Ku toucan 
defeated at the battle of the flanges was 
Ttudra ; and about this time we have RudriL- 
slmha. if not aha Rudrasena of the Satraps* 
f'v«n whom Yajha Sri mutt have recovered his 
lost territory. My suggestion is that the 
buttle nf the Gangra wim fought by Yajria &rt 
and his ally against the forces of the Satraps 
and their allies. 

There it also another important synchro- 
nism that has to he considered;: for, fiiltippaJhi- 
l-oram informs m that flirmug the various kings 



25 Ob. m t is. 
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that attended the consecration of the imago or 
Paftrwt-deW, GAjnbiihn, the king of Ceylon, was 
cup. According to the Jfahavam&Li jr Gajcihiibu 
was rtignmg between A,C+ 173 and lfll, The." 
BajavaU Bays that CtajaliSliu hmk wi lh him 
fiome relics of Pattini-dfevi to Ceylon; and this 
Iendn material corroboration to the statement 
in the poem than on Ids return Ctnjahjtfm 
ordered a shrine to be eonstriiobed and an 
annual festival to Tv celebrated in hb. dominion 
in honour of Pattini-Katjavu] or Pattini-dEvi. 
This a coon nt. enables osto 1 explain tile hold Hint 
the tradition of PflttisibdijYj, fbe 4 wife-goddess*, 
has long bad on the people of Ceylon, where os 
Pt_ A. K, Coimnaraswanoy observes^ some of 
the images in rmnptos that depict the old nrl of 
that island ore those of the apotljonaisof] wife, 

S. 6, Conolvsion, 

Tling we ace that ITT A.C, aa the dale of 
the finest Idndnra satisfies tTio test afforded by 
n consilient yf ]-c suite; mid we may therefore 
«a*mahly conclude that Sen-Kuttuvan who 
VfHB then thy 3<intg yf f]ie Cera. kingdom must lie 
aHsii^ned to the second century A r C, ; and as 
according to HSihrppntlttili'ar&m he had been 
fifty yeaiB mi the throne when he (milt nnd 
ctmsecratpd the temple of Pnttini-devi, Ms reign 
must, have begun in Ihe fivsf quarter of that 
century. Tf may be noted that the remarkable 
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caucm-ranee of testimony between 
wrtrtg and the Partplns on the rondhlOiiS of 
maritime tmde in the Indian sens eortaidcmbly 
strengthens ting conclusion. The latest ot.tempt 
to determine the chronology of the £angani is 
by Mr. K. N. Sivaraja Pilfai, sometiirie senior 
lecturer in Tamil in tlie University of Madras, 
in his rocont Ijook ?7re Cbrflnolngp of the Early 
Tamils™ Mr. Sivamja Fillai has scant faith 
in the historical sense of those who hove worked 
on the basis of the Son-Kuttuv'aH’GajnMhn 
synchronism, because forsooth jSilappadhi- 
kiimtn and 3fakfivamxa, are likely to twist and 
pervert historical fads as the result of arfkljn 
and religions motives., 

J have always held that the Sm-Kuttuvan- 
Gajabihii synchron ism cannot Ihj lightly 
rejected, simply because these two works are 
not professedly works of secular history. Such 
rejection of relevant evidence on a priori 
grounds is not sound; and the sdentifte inquirer 
rnn&t ho pro-pared to uoccpt light from whatever 
source it truly proceed, The value of synchro- 
nism in. lining dates in early Indian history is 
well known. 1 cannot reject the Scn-Kutpivan- 
GajaMliU. synchronism as f&nrifiiL Gajabahu 
is seen to Itnvn hern reigning between 173 and 
195 AX.; and we may reasonably postulate that 
the building and consecration of the tpmplc wa^ 
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OF THE &ANQAM PEUIOH 1ST 

BtrflH 17+j A,C, As iSen-Kuttuvan find beon OB 
the throne for 50 years when In? built, tlic temple, 
lie m&y he held to have ascended the throne 
about 125 AC. In our present state of know- 
ledge, I have no hesitation m regarding thin as 
iJie ‘sheet anchor* of early i&otith Indian 
history; and I am strengthened in this view by 
the result arrived at by Mr. fiivoraja Pllliii, 
who had conducted Ike inquiry along lines 
which he claims to be morn reliable and less 
objectionable, I have already stated that &en 
Kuttuvan helped Nalain-Killi-Set-Cenni to 
gain the throne of the Cola kingdom; and the 
synchronistic table accompanying Mi 1 - Ldliai s 
hook assigus this Cila to the period lOd to 
125 A.C, f^j-Cvniii '3 period nifty ns well be 
125 to 150 A.C-, for Mr. Pillars date is only 
conjectural* after all. When we remember 
that: in that tabic the conventional 2f> years* 
period for each king is whac is adopted, the 
coincidence between our results will Iso 
admitted to he remarkable. As the San gam 
period, did not obviously begin and close with 
the reign of Sen-Kuttuvnn, but there were 
several generations of kings and poets of the 
San gam age both bo fore and after him, we may 
for the present hold as a safe hypothesis that 
the &angam epoch covered the tost three 
centuries of the Christian era- This is the 
view I have all along maintained; and this 
is the considered eortphifdon of the lata 
16 
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Mr, Kiuinkasahhfii, Thia ib also the view 
adopted by Dr, KrishnaHwami Aiyingar and 
Prof. Nilakanta Sastri in their works and in 
lltt Ctwbndge Hi^tvry of India?* 



23 See aJso Dikshitar, Studies in Tawiir Literature 
md Fitter^, Ch. L 





CHAPTER VUL 



Chronology of the Snupam CSras. 

I propose to lake I2G A,C> the first year 
&f Scin-KutiiiTais’s reign* and with ILulI as tho 
starting point ascertain, with the help of the 
materials at our disposal, the dalea of 
^en-Kuttuvan ! 's piredece&aora and aueccbsors. 

According to Paim'ftp-pttfiH, the following 
k trigs had,, before Sen-K.il tfuran, raigned for 
the period men ti an ad against each. 

ImayivisraTiihiin NcrLum-Uiinli'lai] 58 ytSSS- 

1 J a L ’■'• j j j ej : SiLkeJu-KmttaVftll 25- jea«- 

Kajajkjii-KHiiij] .Ni::a Ld:^cEinL 25 1 years- 

So, counting hack from 125 A.C., the 

year when Sen Kuttnvafl ’& reign comniDnecd, 
we i&ee „ Imayararatahau Netlum €iralatau 
must have begun his reign in c. 17 A.C-, 
Palyaiiai Solkelu- K u {fu van in c. 75 AC. and 
Kajanklik-lmnni Naimudiooeral in c. IOO A-C-* 
and if we, for the present, assign to Vana- 
vafamban Udiyan-Ceralattm the conventional 
25 years, which cannot, having regard to the 
character of his reign, be held to be an 
exaggerated estimate, that king must on this 
basis be regarded as commencing his reign in 
about fi B.C* It must be confessed that the 
acceptance of these terms of years does present 
some difficulty- Tt may be asked i If Imaya- 
varambnn reigned fox fifty-eight, yeats. at what 




